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1.%1' o INTERNATIONAL
W~ SCHOOL of TIANJIN

don’t happen by accident. .. R s foatibin ot te et B Sl it
Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

At TI5 we recognize that our students need
a careful balance of theory and hands on
experence. Our teachers not only lean on
their own experiences, but also use their
professional development opportunities to
bring fresh challenges to'their classrooms

Call for yvour personalized tour today,
and come see for yourself how we're
refining the critical thinkers of tomorrow
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Awarmand ing international school, where highly experienced
teachers provide a world-class IB education in an environment of high-
quality learning resources and

estern Association of Sch nd Colleges [V

China and Asia wide international school associations;
ACAMIS, ISAC, ISCOT and EARCOS

tianjin
international  email:

hool hone: 122) 8371 0900 ext. 311 : L . G gSAC
e o= e KIS @y [SAC

WEBSITE: WWWLISTIANIN.ORG  EMAIL INFORISTIANIN.NET TEL BE 22 28592001 Fax: B6 22 28592007
WEISHAN SOUTH ROAD, SHUANGGANG, JINNAN DISTRICT, TianIIN 300350, P.R.CHINA

LEARN WITH PLUKMISE
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=/ INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Building the future.
O; o chident at a time.

=0 Teda International School
1 No.72 Third Ave. Toda
= Mnﬁhm 300457
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Hopeland International Kindergarten
Hig: PEERTNFED RSB EBICE
Add No.46 iaguang Streel, Waijin South Read Nankal Disict, Tianjin China
Tel: 022-23923803  Pastcode: 300361
E-mailhik@hik.cn  Hitp:www hik.cn




ARIVA

ARMVA TiANJIN BINHAI SERVICED APARTMENT

The newly buill Ariva Tianjin Binhal Senviced Apartment
consists of 130 spacious and comfortable apartments with
beautiful river views. To meet the different needs of our
Residents, the aparments range from one-bedroom to
three-bedrooms, designed in a contemporary, luxurious
style. Each apartiment comeas with a fully equipped kitchen,
spacious living room and bedroom, separate dining room
and storage room. ArlvaTianjin Binhal Serviced Apartmeant
offers a vanety of accommodation choices for bath short
and extended stays.

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment has a complete
range of amenities, inclueding the gym, meating rooms,
reading room, cale, restaurants, business cenlre, lobby
lounge, convenience shopping store, as weall as children’s
playroom. Everything you need is within indoors—lila, work,
and entertainment, All the apartments come with security
card access system and 24-hour security measures 1o en-
sure safety and privacy of quests
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Safety | Warmth | Comfort

Comprehensively bailt as a modem, elegant, and 1op grade foreign focused hotel, featuning two main hotel buildings

. and reereation
term, Chinese, Japanese 1
wnd BBO) in the garden. Green Park Villa is
are ch I.E"-lll'r: H] ]lllfl:_ [T t'L'.ll.il.'I!ll.L_ or F .'I!'||'I||'|.:'_ a short term busines

a Japanese

ether you
Green Park Villa—Your cozy home

Add: No.34 1st Avenue TEDA. Tianjin  TEL: 022-25280670  Http:/'www.hotelgpv.com
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Cheese Fondue

July - September

Fondus, a melted cheese dish, originated in
the Swiss canton of Neuchatel. Serving
accompanied with assorted breads,
doughnuts; sausages or vegetables

RME 130 per serving good for 2 person
PFC members will entitle 30% discounts

Price subject to 15% service charge

Reservation: 8319-8688 Ext. 3514
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Riverside Chinese Restaurant
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i Cold Food Prﬁmgtion in Summer
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Tianjin

TEDA

Din Tai Fung newly open at TEDA ISETAN Shopping Mall of DevelopingZone
Add: 4F, ISETAN Shopping Mall, 2nd Avenue, Tianjin Economy &
Technology Developing Zone
Tel: 022-65541035




Opening Celebration Ofter

Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside

Banyan Tree Spa

Banyan Tree Spa Tianjin Riverside invites you to indulge in health and wellness.

Cantonese Dim Sum Festival
Enjoy authentic Cantonese culsine in the refined elegance of

Luxuriate in an enriching Body Massage with absolute tranquility.

Tang Flace-Tianjin's best kelpt secret. We prepared a delicious
salection of exolic dim sum for you to savor. Receive a free cash voucher
aof RMB 20 if spend RMB 200, which can be redeemed on your next vis

11:30 = 14:00 / 11.30am-2.00pm

0/
Be pampered with our exclusive opening privilege and enjoy 25 0

savings for every purchase of any spa treatments

Banyan Tree Gallery

A lifestyle gallery showcasing a wide variety of indigenous art and craft from Banyan

FiERE: 2321 5888 §% 5108
For reservations, please call 2321 5888 ext.5108

Tree community projects worldwide.

0
Enjoy 20 A) savings on Banyan Tree Gallery merchandise.

(excluding CD, jewelry and consignments)

Live Boston Lobster
IR ES

River Café

River Café is the resort's all - day dining venue,
where buffet dishes are prepared on the spot with
garden - fresh vegetables, herbs and locally
sourced scasonal ingredients to present guests
delicious  Astan  specialties and  international

favorites

“ Terms & Conditions Apply

Valid from now until 31 August 2013

Fax: +86 22 5861 9998

Follow banyan tree on ] BanyanTree Weibo

The Grill

Omnivorous appetites will delight at the array of
tantalizing grilled seafood and meat served up at
The Grill. Look forward to chef - prepared grills of
the freshest ingredients, prime Australian Beef and
eight different natural salts and pepper to season
your meal. Pair your feast with a wine or two.

Bai Yun

Bai Yun is an elegant fine dining establishment
serving a sumptuous feast of authentic Cantonese
food and innovative Tianjin cuisine - influenced
dishes, which are presided over by our Cantonese
master chef.

Dine at Bai Yun Restaurant, The Grill and River Café to
get 0/ of your bill as a credit for your next visit.
50%

RIVERSIDE

Toll-free number: 400 921 9789 | banyantree.com

Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside A ’ i oy ‘Ir ‘:‘ f‘-"« <
No. 34 Haihe East Road, Hebei District, L r Ay ~J éf e
Tianjin, People’s Republic of China 300010 & I F - i ;'E,.:“'
Tel: +86 22 5861 9999 BANYAN TREE = ¥ FANGLA & v
S TiAN TANGLARotels.com S
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HEAVEN

When you feel like having a night out with
exciting and stirring music but still be able to
have a conversation.

A place where you will find interesting people
like yourself then for you

HEAVEN BAR is the perfect mix of the best of both worlds.
HEAVEN BAR is Tianjin's premier space to experience
eastern and western culture.

The diversified world music on offer will touch your soul.
At HEAVEN BAR you cannot help but feel at home.

Add: 3F Shanggu, at the intersection of Tian Ta Dao
and Shi Ying Lu, Nankai District

Tel: 18622496049(ENGLISH)
18222488406(ENGLISH)
022-60923079

NO.9 Cafe Opening Soon !

No.9 Caf¢ is conveniently located at Tai An Dao
No.3 Courtyard, in the center old British
Concession.

It is a first class restaurant which combines
modern culinary trends with an historic
atmosphere.

Our offerings include classic freshly brewed
coffee, innovative French cuisine and molecular
gastronomy.

Other options include business lunches, delightful
British style afternoon tea, classic coffees and
relaxing bar time.

The elegant English-style decoration makes it a
perfect venue for business meetings, cultural
exchange, high-end seminar and private saloons.

We offer a wide variety of healthy dining choices
and a delicate environment.

Chocolate Bomb Cooking Tenderloin Classic brewed coffee Carpaccio Arugula
with Cheese Balloons parmesan Truffle lemon
and Beef Sauce olives oill

Q=m0

NO.9 CAFE e

Opening hours : 11:00AM-11:00PM "'9%””””?“‘

Add : Building 9, No.3 Courtyard, Tai An Dao, Heping District e
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Tianjin Wakes Up
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New Tianjin Location Starting November 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Address: No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District
(TG DX 38 v :
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
*Phone: 8829 7772

« Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com

« TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.

A TIARIN S TEDA
e eHEILTIAN e CHEITTIAN
B rELLOWLIER (" FuiLowasie

R4
Hmuc“;&cé z

King Hall Hotel
Address:No.22 Huanhu Zhong Lu
RHETIH R IR3H] o #5225

Support

Encouragement

A
goals and beliefs ' "-{

All of these things help us I‘
to discover how we fit into -
the place that God has

put us.

People who share our

Join our fellowship
Sundays at 8:30 AM or
10:00 AM in Tianjin or at
10:00AM in TEDA as we
discover God and His
great plan,together

EXPATS HISTORY IN TIANJIN
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Transform your Sunday’s and eu;hl;n a
culinary journey through the historic concession
aréas.of Tlnjin, -
Experience each other Sunday selected courses
of your choice from our exceptional Concession
Menu, while your Hitle loved ones #lill.\la}'

sentertained.

1 Sunday — British Concetshon 581
27! Sy + French Concession 1 §
3 Sumelay — German Condesdon B

4t Sunchay — lalian Concession. @ 1 |

P&mdlr-ﬂmﬂuﬁﬁlm.-'lli"‘r
Special ugie Prices available . i
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Letter from the Editor

number of five-star hotels. Not only has the city been enriched with their
splendid buildings designed by world-class architects but they have made
the life in our sometimes placid city a bit more exciting.

O ne of the major changes in Tianjin over the last five years is the increasing

When | was a child in the 1990's, | remember the Hyatt Grand Hotel, which is
now closed, and the Crystal Palace Hotel which were the only two five star hotels in
town. At the time, | was told that these hotels were not for lao bai xing, the
common folk, but only for foreigners and rich people. It was even said that Chinese
residents were not even allowed inside, though | doubt this was true.

So in my mind, these places were like isolated fortresses that had little to do
with my life. | could never imagine that they would ever become an important part
of my life. However, fortunately my job has given me opportunity to visit these
places and now | know something about their uniqueness and their culture. Now, |
like to celebrate special occasions at these hotels and treat my family and friends.
It's all because these hotels have become more accessible and welcoming to us all.

The prosperity in our hospitality industry is directly related to the economic
and social development of our city. In the late 19th century, when Tianjin became
a busy treaty port, a foreign-funded hotel in Tianjin, the Astor, was established. In
the next 150 years, the legendary hotel has survived the many changes in China
and Tianjin. Now it has been reborn yet again.

The 150th anniversary of Astor Hotel is an important indicator of the glorious
history of the hotel industry in Tianjin. | believe that this anniversary marks the
beginning of another brilliant era not just for the hotel but for Tianjin as well.

REAFRRERANZNZ —HRAEREEOREY Ko XERUBIMFOVBSERAR
BEETEEHHNNRE, HIEANNETEEEND.

BNEEHR (EEE90FER) RAEHNRFKBERRBE « AAMNGR, XARKRBEER
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Monica W

\ Got a passion for Tianjin?
Want to share your China experience?

Are you a veteran expat with tips and
tricks of the trade?

In tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine is looking for freelance writers to contribute articles to the magazine in all areas.
If you are interested, please get in touch with editorial@jinmagazine.com.cn

Tianjin International Culture Communication
Association

Jinwan Media Group
Tian Yilin

Zhang Jian

Monica Wang, Lee Xiamo

Paula Taylor, Parker Barribail, Kyle knutson,
Casey Hynes, Jim Gibney,David Wong

Chen Jie, Sun Xiao, Yue Lu,Shaun Liu
Yang Lizhi, LuHuiging, CandyYang
Chen Pengyu

Tianjin Fenghua Advertising Co., Ltd.

Zhang Yu

8F, Jinwan Media Building, 358 Nanjing Lu,
Nankai District

+86 22 2750 0877

+86 22 2750 9201
editorial@jinmagazine.com.cn

#i === @jinmagazine
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Romantic outdoor fresh seatood BB butter

M prices are subject wo 15%s surcharpe

Clistorn Pl 56 First v, TECWL. Thangin 300457
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Christoph Kaiser
General Manager from Turck
(Tianjin) Technology Co., Ltd
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David Cook
Master, Wellington College
International Tianjin
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Debbie Cook

Director of Admissions and
Marketing Wellington College
International Tianjin

FRABER
Gabriele Castaldi
Chairman of The European Union

Chamber of Commerce in China,
Tianjin Chapter

Mireille Wan
Managing Director from CBRE
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Hank Martin
owner from Hank's
Sports Bar & Grill

Hank’ s /7

Joseph Azmeh
Headmaster from TEDA
International School
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Michael Hart
Chairman from American

Chamber of Commerce
in China, Tianjin
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Michael Yeung
Chairman from Hong Kong
Chamber of Commerce in
China, Tianjin

Paul Findlay
Principal

Tianjin Rego
International School
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Raul Harri
Headmaster from Tianjin
International School
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Jin Magazine Honorary Advisory Committee

Japanese electronics retailer Yamada
Denki to close store in Tianjin

W X2WIBAER XM 3=
AIFHPLZLEBENBARTIBKE
BEMEM6E0BERAS, BOT,
HEWSHREAREA T BIESTHTEH
BNERSEEERA.

Electronics retailer Yamada Denki Co. announced it will close
its store in Tianjin, China, by the end of June, two years after its June
2011 opening.

The decision stemmed from poor sales due to the fierce cost
competition from local electronics retailers and shopping websites.

T|anJ|n Happy Valley theme park to
open in July, 2013

B XERFESETEAEBWIT7EFN

PEEARZRFESETANDRE/BERAM. B, TRIUFRSEE

HEEANARIE. BRIEMEFRE, RESEESTERGE, ik
BEERXZHIUZTZHEENFE.

China's sixth Happy Valley Theme
Park located at Dongli Lake Hot Spring
Resort in Tianjin is expected to be officially
opened to the public in July this year. One
of most talked about facilities - the
wooden been
completed and will be ready to use at that
time.

Tianjin Happy Valley has enjoyed an
investment of about 2.7 billion yuan, and covers an area of 350,000
square meters. There indoor venues - Happy Hour, Heart of Ocean,
Performance & Art Center will ensure the park’s operation during
winter times

roller  coaster  has

Th|rd optical fiber broad band
L internet upgrade has begun

B E=RAATHREE RIR6DW RGBS

R BRRE BIR, HEAH2000RERHRFNRSZER,
SKE, REFBLMBE=INLEHRENR, ADATERFBZE
RREIRFFHRE2M, EIUMEERT, RRDHEGHI TH—D
ITGANNEBE, Fit201584], RREBEBTRMKANBOEAEA, Hl
REEHABRRIETN00%, TP ST BBRE" B

As part of the “Intelligent Tianjin" program, Unicom Tianjin has
initiated the third free upgrade for optical fiber broad band internet
users.

The highest available speeds after the upgrade will reach 25M
for individual households. In a real time speed test, it took six
minutes to download a 1G movie.

Draft unites Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei
in effort to battle smog

TIANJIN NEWS

Tamm expected to introduce carbon |
emission trading scheme |

W R 2 ESHERKTEEES

20B3F EHF, REHSMBRENBR/RS, SSREYEURILR.
BRI, SHKSAESRRZEYSIFNGISRESSRIER. ZRERE
FERMER AR D ESSRNARIENM.

The draft of a coordinated mechanism for Beijing, Tianjin and
Hebei province to cooperate in air pollution control has been sent
to the State Council for further review, an official with Hebei's
environmental department said on Tuesday.

A united organization composed of leaders from the three
governments will be set up once the draft receives approval, which
will help officials release early warnings on smog and allow for
concerted actions to curb air pollution, said Sun Xuejun, head of
the pollution control office with Hebei Environmental Protection
Bureau.

"The draft will stipulate detailed actions at every level of
warning and control," he said, giving an example that production
would be suspended at a certain number of companies involved in
the pollution if the air quality index reached a serious level.

The draft will list the exact number of companies, he said.

"The State Council has received the draft and will review it as
early as this month," he said. "We have reviewed the supplemental
documents on Hebei a dozen times. Once the central government
passes the process, making it a guideline, we will release and
implement our new action plan immediately."

Hebei, Beijing and Tianjin were shrouded in off-the-charts
smog and pollution levels several times during the first two
months of 2013.
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China officially launched its first trading scheme aimed at |
reducing emissions on June 18. .
The platform allowing businesses in the southern city of |
Shenzhen to trade carbon emission permits has already completed |
several trades, a spokeswoman for the city's foreign affairs office |
said. !
Under the scheme, companies are assigned an emissions !
quota and will be able to profit from selling excess permits to other !
firms if they are below their quota. !
China plans to open similar schemes in seven areas including !
Shanghai, Beijing, the port city of Tianjin and Guangdong Province !
by 2014, in what analysts say is a step toward a nationwide carbon 1
market. |
The pilot programs will be in areas where tens of millions of |
people live and cover far more emissions than the entire carbon |
market in Australia. They also come as the European carbon trading |
market has collapsed while Australia's could be scrapped |
depending on the outcome of national elections later this year. |
China is the top producer of carbon emissions, ahead of the |
United States, though its per capita emissions are far less. .
I
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* Regus Golden Valley: 11/F, Block One, Golden Valley Center, The northeast crossing of
North Jie Fang Road and Harbin Street, Heping District

Work your way

Regus serviced offices, are expanding in Tianjin!

EREAR S 0 R REY T !

® Over 70 locations to choose from China
 Fully equipped office ready to use

* Prestigious business address for virtual office
* Perfect venue for a more productive meeting

[=]

¢ Regus Tianjin Centre: 8/F Tianjin Centre, No.219 Nanjing Road, Heping District

The names of the honorary advisors are listed according to the alphabetical order of the
first name initial.
BLESER R E N FRIAFHD, HIRSER

©

It is estimated that Unicom Tianjin will replace optical fiber
wires with copper wire in the downtown area by 2015

P/ NN

£ www.regus.cn ‘9400 120 1205 ==

1500 locations | 600 cities | 100 countries -




WHAT'S ON

Tianjin Grand Theatre Western Shore Museum ) chinese B en
Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi 7/25 No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
Tel: 83882000 BBC Concert Orchestra EREAE AERKELHS p he Ri
REARIBE B FTEAHL *RIEERF 2/05 azz on the River TR no abealiits
BBCERLE B RAS RS String instrument and bamboo flute The Astor Hotel, A LuXL!ry Collection HoteI,Tian!'in is .
7/5 concert proudly to present the first JAZZ ON THE RIVER night. SUAEESS e g el
Charlos Dutolt, Yuja Wang and ree Bk —SRASARS i feguorng. Trmeless —sass | performances
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Peking Opera Yu Tang Chun ) T - J P o onlly constant progress
KEIEEE R KRIETRI T el ]l. International BBQ Buffet and grand lucky draw prices
e . . o - " are waiting for your discovery.
BR-EER, TPUESREERE EiERRERERRERRERERR (E2 Experience this summer 150 years of  luxury,
FRAERE &) entertainment and exceptional service of The Astor an.promaotechinamarket.com
Hotel Tianjin. " s E
7/5-6 7/27 Entrance: RMB280 per person (including performance <& PLM D2D/B2C/C2C site
Drama Central Park West Peking Opera Yang Silang visits his & BBQ Buffet) = fre | EALR |
INBIIFIER) ( hRAEIFRE ) mother, Gui Fei Zui Jiu 7/12 RMB350 per person (including performance, BBQ Buffet & endless selected beer) _" .
KEIBE £ INEET KRBT R T Guitar solo show pate: Saturday 20th July 2013 =3 fred paymant memie
iSRRG R i SR B S R W KIFRF SRS MREE RS Time:6.00pm Je. froe classily, free dinsctories
717 (TUEMERAEY (SIREE) Venue:The Astor Hotel Pier
B - LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE. Advanced reservations required. k. Iree publish news, emand
eethoven Cycle — Tianjin Grand Terms and Conditions apply.
Opera_grchestra Series No.8 Z'/f217 Boys’ Choi For more information or to make a reservation call 86.22.23311 688 / 8887 or mail
*EU§E"T‘E . in ZZS oir reservation.astor@|uxurycollection.com.
NEFLeE—RERRIBTLZMNFRE KEIRERT
RIFERS9 CHHEFEESBATRS
7110-11 : 7127-28 : Tianjin Concert Hall Bin Hai International
Opera Rigoletto by Verdi Puppet Show Dedicated to the 7/20 No. 88, Jianshe Road, Heping Exhibition Center * 2
bNGEN Children String instrument quartet concert Tel: 23320068 e i I h b'
05 FIE RRRIBRLR AR (F KEIENELS HERZB--RRNEREHERS RRERT HFRBIEHES Bin.hai New Arega ? ‘ Contact: Mechatle 138021462496
E) akes BB AN BIARIE R E L I ; o -
712 RER29 B FRIXRF B A L B
7/12-13 7/27-28 Jou Hisaishi & Miyazaki Hayao !
Drama The Night Life of Two Losers Drama The Founding of The Family works Concert ’ ’ fel: 65302888 E 'I,;r" m%bﬁ
KBRS INEET KEIRSEET REERT Ll Wwi.promote
INEIHER (AN REARBER) NEIRER] (R ML) ABULHSBERESS Fe HL ",‘.j’chinamarket.curn
g www. promotechinamarket.com
7113 _ /28— 714 IR W ikblb hlc/c2c M
Zhongguo Sheng & Hiroko Seta Opera Die Meistersinger von 7/26 Luobin Wang Works and Russian . R
Violin & Piano Concert N G mberg Concert Form — Tianjin Severn strings plucked instrument Classios Songs Choral Concert Efis, ANMETE AR
KBRS RIT Grand Opera Orchestra Series concert RRERT AL g | R | ity
BRAEHEATMNEEREZHER i°'1rs(l==$ﬁ HEEG--ERBHENEERS SEEZEAEATEEERSHRE o AR ) B e T
= ki [ WENERAEERE Ba LR Bk, LEF
BRLHMHE (AIENEHK FREERAE i ERA%. KA
714 F) —REBEELNF RS 7121 RATRINE
Opera Il trovatore by Verdi F&10 Hongyan Zhang Pipa Recital
KEIBEHRRI T - IFE REERF
@5;*'] E%?ﬁs“ﬁﬁfﬂ%%gq ((ﬁn’?\ 8/2-3 Eﬁ*@ “Eg*ﬂ& %Eggﬂi%" 7/06/13/20/27
A Drama '-eftiVer Woman b 2013 Tianjin Binhai Middle and High
KBRS IEET 7/27 7/26 Class Small Scale Recruitment Fair
7/19-20 IRIRIER] (FIZBD) Unplugged Kun Opera Children's Chorus of Washington 2013RBRBHB R EFEHE
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TIANJIN'S HOTELS

CRUCIAL TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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by Paula Taylor, David Wong

f course now we are very proud of Tianjin, but go back a
O decade or two and we would not have recognised the city. It

must have been extremely interesting to have been around
back then, and to witness the rebirth of Tianjin. The hotel industry here
has gone from strength to strength, from humble beginnings has
appeared what some may say is one of the most interesting hotels in
the world. We may think that the Ritz in Paris or the Savoy in London
are full of history and stories of famous guests. In Tianjin too we have
the Astor hotel, which can rival them both in many ways. We also have
many other fine hotels that do as much to attract visitors as some of
Tianjin's other famous tourist sites. However it wasn't always the case,
in the past the hotel industry was very basic. Some businessmen who
have very vivid memories of that time shared them with us. A point to
keep in mind is that back then foreigners could only stay in the
designated hotels that were approved for foreign guests.

Not So Comfortable Back Then

Back in the 80s and 90s there were quite a few hotels that were
catering for foreign guests, for instance, The Sheraton, The Hyatt, The
Astor, the Crystal Palace, the Friendship Hotel, etc.  Actually when
government ministers come here, they generally stay in those hotels.

Roy says “When [ first came to Tianjin in September 1995, | was met
at Beijing airport by the Nankai University minibus and driven directly
to the Foreign Specialists’ residential dorm. The beds were rock hard
but there were comfortable chairs in the sitting room of the suite. |
enjoyed buying local calligraphy and hanging it all over the room. A
cleaning woman came daily to empty the trash and change the sheets
periodically” It must have been quite a shock to be taken to a university
campus rather than to a hotel. He continues “If expats or business
people wanted to stay in Tianjin for a few days their options were quite
limited”. There is no way that we can say our options are limited now,
we have so many different styles of hotel to choose from and there
surely something to suit everyone’s tastes and pockets.

In a way | really envy people who were in Tianjin a long time ago
before the city transformed itself from a caterpillar into a butterfly —
well okay that is a bit far-fetched, you would have to have a good
imagination to think of Tianjin as a butterfly, but if you have been here
for some time, then like me you will be delighted with the changes that
have taken place and which we are all benefiting from.

Mr. Wang is the Vice President of Tak International a Canadian
company that has been doing business in Tianjin for over 20 years and
employs over ten people. He told us. “When | first came here | stayed in
the Tianjin Guest Hotel (Kt $2179), a typical Chinese government guest
house built in the 50s with Russian influence. It was antiquated. The
service was not great at all because of the state run enterprise mentality
of staff. At that time (20 + years ago) there was the Crystal Palace Hotel
and Friendship Hotel available for expats and business people. Later on
in the late 80s the Hyatt Hotel and Sheraton hotels became available
that offered better options”. Actually, although I think it must have been
interesting to stay in a hotel back then, I am still grateful to be here at a
time when hotels can offer us exactly what we need, rather than
struggle with the facilities or lack of them, bad food and poor service.

One experience | wanted to include was Phil Harnett’s. He came to
China in 1994 and was based in Dalian. Although our article is about
Tianjin, Phil's experiences were so fascinating that | felt our readers
would be very interested to read them. He says “When | first came to
Chinal lived in Dalian, in 1994, all hotels had to be especially licensed to
house Westerners. In Dalian there were only 2 hotels that had such a
license - the Holiday Inn and the Furama - a Japanese brand. As the
Furama was very Japanese in every way, most Westerners stayed at the
Holiday Inn. People would stand and stare at us, and children would
come up to me and try to touch my beard in the market street”. Well
you know what, it is 2013 and although | don't have a beard, people
stand and stare at me, so this is one respect in which time seems to
have stood still.

Phil continues “During a busy time, we decided to move from the
hotel to live in a small guest house run by the factory. When it was time
to renew our visas we went to the local police station and told them our
address and they put us in a cell for 4 hours whilst they investigated, as
we were illegal. The guest house owner had to pay a fine and we were
sent back to the Holiday Inn. The Holiday Inn did have a Western
restaurant, but the food there was not very good - | think getting raw
ingredients such as pasta and cheese was difficult in those days. There
were many things we could not buy, bread, cheese, fresh milk, baked
beans, well actually just about anything Western. We did have the
Friendship Store that was supposed to sell these things but it never had
them. I can remember in about 1996 seeing 2 bottles of imported red
wine for the first time in a supermarket, so | bought both and we had a
party for 10 in the hotel. How things have changed!” Yes indeed, we can
buy almost anything we want now, although sometimes | have to go to
one shop for some things and then another shop for others etc.
Imagine not being able to buy chocolate... .I'shudder to think.

He continues ‘I also remember Dalian getting its 1st KFC in about
1996. All of the Westerners were very excited and on the opening day
walked the short distance from the hotel to KFC for our evening meal.
What a disappointment - the queue of Chinese people stretched for
maybe 100m out of the door and down the street. There was no way we
were going to eat that night. In fact | don't think we ate there until
about 4 days later when the queues had reduced”. Well now | am sure
you are able to eat all the KFC you want, one thing we are not short of
in China is KFCs.

He continues "l also remember with great fondness the street food
in those days. Now it has almost disappeared from the city streets,
which | think is a great shame. On every corner would be a small tent
with some small BBQ's and people eating all sorts of things. Washed
down with a small bottle of Bai Jiu there was no better meal for taste
and value. Many a great night was spent eating and chatting to the
locals in our bad Chinese. Now everything is cleaned up and supposed

to be better - but | think China has lost some of its identity by clearing
away what people enjoyed most. There are still a few small streets
where you can buy this food - but it gets harder and harder each year".

Brian also told us what he remembers of the hotels available back
then, he says “The hotels | remember were visited from the late 1980's to
the 1990's. Tianjin Grand Hotel: this was a huge hotel that was spread
out over a very large area with old dark concrete buildings. It was my
understanding that it was a hotel for Government Officials and it
included a pharmacy, nursing care, etc. It was cold and Spartan at least
in North American terms. Meals (breakfast) were of the Chinese style
with no one having any ability to speak English. Breakfast
communication was done by sign language which caused more
laughter than anything".

| hope these guys realise how precious their experiences and
memories of old Tianjin are. Those times have disappeared, and what
they lacked in comfort, is more than compensated by the intensely
interesting times to be had. | think they should get together and write
a book about it.

As we are speaking of Tianjin's past, we really need to take another
look at that remarkable hotel that existed way before the above
gentlemen came to Tianjin and still it exists today. Its endurance is a
testimony to the love and care with which it was created. This hotel is
the jewel in Tianjin's crown and has contributed significantly to the
development of Tianjin. Let us now examine this hotel — The Astor.
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The Astor Hotel - Pride of Tianjin’s Tourist Trade

| Previously | thought the Astor was just another nice hotel, one of
the many that we have in Tianjin. However, after going there recently |
have had my thinking adjusted. | also now realise how important it is to
the history of Tianjin, as outstanding events have taken place there in
the past, and it would not be an exaggeration to say that these events
actually contributed to the development of modern China. This year is
very special as they are celebrating their 150 year anniversary.

It is a remarkable hotel, in fact with the Astor you get two hotels
for the price of one as there is an old part and a new part and guests
can choose from them both. The old part has been perfectly preserved
and you can stay in the original suite that Sun Yat Sen stayed in. For
those who are not familiar with Chinese history, he was the founding
father of the Republic of China. When | toured the hotel, | wondered
who would choose to stay in the old part, as the new part was more to
my taste, being big and bright and beautiful, whereas the old part is all
dark wood, heavy furniture, and old style fixtures and fittings. However
this part of the hotel is extremely popular, it is unique and attracts
Chinese people who love their country’s history. Being able to stay in a
former leader’s room is an irresistible draw for them. | love history
myself and | studied Chinese history, so as | stood in one of these old
rooms | imagined all the secret meetings going on and all the covert
deals that were made back then.

The Astor started life as a very simple one storey structure known
as the Mud House, you can guess why. An extract from a book says this:
“Countless hand carts followed one after another in one long line,
bringing the muddy soil containing malaria bacteria” Just think, next
time you get bitten by a mosquito, it may well be the descendant of
those early mosquitoes - even they are part of the history and
development of Tianjin!

The hotel’s name is derived from the three Chinese characters Li
Shun De. These are related to Confucianism and loosely mean “power
of understanding” and “power of reason”. The hotel was the first ever
foreign hotel in modern history. There are so many famous names
connected with this hotel, that | would run out of space before | could
list them all. If you like history, or even if you just want to understand
more about the city in which you live, | heartily recommend a trip to the
museum in the basement of the Astor. You don't have to be staying
there to do a tour, you just pay the entrance fee of 50 yuan and slice of
the past can be yours.

It was really a stroke of genius to establish this museum, there are
priceless relics and artefacts from the past. There are things like old
menus and other paraphernalia relating to hotel business, old ledgers
and guest lists. There is even a bible dating back to 1873, and a
complete works of Shakespeare from 1876. Can you imagine how
much they are worth?

As it was the first foreign hotel in China, it quickly became a centre
of activity, both politically and commercially. Some of the people who
were involved with the hotel contributed greatly to the development
of Tianjin and even China. For instance a German named Detring Von
Gustav was responsible for the creation of Ma Chang Dao and Wei Jin
Lu.

Guest House (taken in 1925)

Lobby (taken in 1926)

Another German, Constantin Von Hannekon, developed the first
ever telegraph line in China and established the post office in Tianjin.
He is also famous for another reason, he fought alongside the Chinese
against the Japanese army, so of course that makes him very dear to
Chinese hearts. There were many other foreigners who were crucial to
Tianjin's development and reading about them makes a refreshing
change from reading about what harm the foreign powers did here
after the opium wars.

The Banqueting Hall of Astor Hotel (taken in 1926)

The exterior of Astor Hotel (taken in 1895)

One story that | was not so enamoured of was Zhang Xue Liang, a
famous general and hero during the power struggle in China, all
Chinese people know him and he is a romantic figure in their eyes. His
young son died and he naturally was bereft. To cheer him up, when he
was staying at the Astor, someone introduced him to the young and
beautiful Zhao Yi Di. He left his wife for her and subsequently married
her, they were married for over 60 years. Chinese people find it very
romantic. | asked my museum guide “But what happened to his poor

wife, she had lost her son too. Who comforted her?” My guide was
nonplussed, | ruined the atmosphere. Ask your Chinese friends about
this story and see if they think it is romantic, then mention Zhang's
previous wife and you will hear the tumbleweed roll by and the wind
whistle. What Chinese people find romantic about this story is that
they were together for so long and eventually when Zhang Xue Liang
died, Miss Zhao was by his side. They also are touched by the fact that
by the time his first wife granted him a divorce and he was free to marry
Miss Zhao, he was 64 and she was 52.

In 1886 the hotel was turned into a three storey building and it
became increasingly more important on the political scene. Various
treaties were signed there and more and foreign businessmen started
to come into the city to establish their businesses.

The hotel has seen some turbulent times, a silent witness to the
political upheaval. It has survived being attacked during the boxer
rebellion, in May 1900 when the whole city was set on fire. The records
say “The hotel was fired on repeatedly. Each shell would destroy the
interior walls and furniture and caused several hundred dollars
damage. A shell passed through a wall and exploded inside which
damaged the ceiling, walls, and three doors and caused the roof to fall
in”. When the Japanese army invaded Tianjin and committed atrocities
and then tried to blame the British and French for the murder of 400
young Tianjin men, the Astor became the centre of resistance activities.
When the Japanese declared war on Britain and the United States in
1941, the Japanese moved into the hotel and in 1943 officially took it
over. The Chairman of the Board of the hotel, William O'Hara and his
wife were taken to prison camps and the hotel was renamed the Asian
Hotel. It survived the war and it was here in 1945 that the Japanese
commander formally surrendered. By that time the hotel was in a
terrible state, and it was not clear whether or not it could be saved, but
saved it was and it survived the earthquake that was the Cultural
Revolution and it even survived the literal earthquake of 1976.

Now the hotel belongs to the Government, in that it is the
property of the tourist board. They are dedicated to protecting the
valuable heritage that the Astor represents.

The Astor provides a remarkable insight to a more gracious time, a
more genteel way of living. It is a living link to the past that is still
thriving. There are no other hotels that have made such an indelible
stamp on Chinese history. If you have the time | recommend the
museum tour. If you have a little money to spend, why not stay a night
or two and soak up the atmosphere.
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A General Manager’s Eye View

| remember speaking to Christian Metzner soon after he had taken over as GM of
the Astor. He told me at the time he was really excited about his new job, as he really
likes the hotel and was anxious to make his mark. He confirmed that he is still
enthusiastic about the job and told me what in particular is special for him. “There are
many wonderful features at this hotel, for instance in 1996 it became the only luxury
hotelin China classified as a national historical monument. | also like the many original
features that still exist, such as in the lobby there is an original carved wooden staircase
and aged polished wooden floors. Other interesting features include the 1924 OTIS
cage elevator and a 1920s telephone which have been restored, and archival
photographs of famous guests are hung on the walls”.

Anyone who chooses to stay at the hotel must be of a particular type, surely many
history enthusiasts would be attracted. However Christian says that although they
have many diverse guests they all have the same thing in common, that is travellers
who are seeking an authentic experience that can deliver a lasting memory. Their
guests are global explorers, businessmen and women and also families and young
couples on vacation who crave a different experience.

It must be quite an exciting time to be involved with the hotel now and everyone
is busy preparing for the 150 years' anniversary celebration. Christian said “This
celebration underlines The Astor's peerless heritage as an eye-witness to China’s and
Tianjin's history. The Astor was a hub of society and it has many “firsts’, for instance, it
was the first hotel in China with a telephone and the first building in China to install an
elevator and switch on an electric light. In Tianjin, it was the first establishment with
both running water and central heating. | am very much honored and proud to have
the opportunity to be part of such an important celebration, which will truly go into
the history books of our hotel and those of Tianjin. Who knows, perhaps in 150 Years
from now, the future hotel team will go through the hotel’s archives and will
remember our 150 Years'Birthday Celebration in 2013"

What about the celebration itself, what has been lined up? Christian was happy
to share their preparations with us - actually they are quite exciting and another “first”.
He told us "As part of our 150 Years' Anniversary we will release in the middle of next
month our own TV Documentary. During the last year, together with CCTV we have
captured the history of our hotel on tape, which we are going to release on the 19th
July 2013. People in China will get a unique access into our hotel and Tianjin history.

Besides the TV Documentary we will host several other celebration events. On the
19th July 2013 we will have our official birthday event in our hotel. The team has
created an evening full of entertainment, excellent service and culinary highlights. On
July 20th 2013 we will host the firstJazz on The River” event in Tianjin which will take
place in front of our hotel on the hotel's own boat pier. Besides this we will host more

=== and more events in the last quarter of 2013"

; | asked him what the best thing about his
hotel is and he said ‘I really enjoy having the
opportunity to offer guests an experience beyond
what a normal branded luxury hotel can offer.
Guests wishing to experience the heritage of the
hotel can choose for example the historical Astor
Wing while guests who prefer more of a
contemporary luxury experience are at the right
place in our Hai He River Wing" Like | said, two
hotels for the price of one.

The last thing he had to say was this “During
the last 150 Years the hotel has seen many events
and welcomed famous visitors. Today we can
welcome visitors from far away whose family
history started at the Astor Hotel Tianjin". The Astor
has proved that it can withstand the test of time
and it completes Tianjin's historical map.

Dedicated to Helping Others -
BobWang (F )

Mr. Wang, Chief Concierge, is
usually the first and last person | see
when | stay at The Astor Hotel in Tianjin. |
can always count on a smile and a happy
greeting. It is fitting to feature him in an
interview for the upcoming 150th
anniversary of the Astor Hotel. Mr. Wang
has dedicated almost 20 years of service
to the Astor and last year was awarded
the prestigious Golden Key Award by the
hotel tourism industry.

Jin: Mr. Wang, please tell us some
of your personal information.

Bob:1am 40 and born in LaiZhou, Shandong province, married and one daughter
aged 9 who is studying English and dance.

Jin: How long have you been with the Astor and what positions have you
held?

Bob: | started at the Astor in 1994 as a waiter and then promoted to the Western
restaurant then to the bar. In 2000, | held positions with the Union and Human
Resources and presently | am the Chief Concierge.

Jin: The Astor is celebrating its 150th anniversary next month. Why do you
think the Astor has been so successful and continue to operate?

Bob: The Astor has been able to receive continuous support from the Tianjin
Tourist Group throughout its history. The Astor has a very consistent reputation and
the employees are dedicated and receive excellent training.

Jin: Who are some of the famous guests that have stayed at the Astor during
your last 19 years?

Bob: There have been many but two that come to mind is DENG Ya Ping, the Ping
Pong champion and TONG Jian Hua, the Chief Representative of Hong Kong SAR and
also Mr. Brown, Prime Minister of Britain.

Jin: What are some of your most memorable moments at Astor?

Bob: In addition to meeting the people mentioned, | think the most memorable
event was in 2009 when Astor became part of the Starwood International system.

Jin: You have a great smile every time | see you. What happens when you are
in a bad mood?

Bob: When | put on my black uniform and my Golden Key badges, | forget about
all my personal problems and become a new person. | concentrate on serving the
guests. It's like a movie actor in a film.

Jin: You are so busy and have so many responsibilities, how do you organize
your day and not forget what needs to be done?

Bob: It's the small things that are important to the guests so | want to make sure
their expectations are met. | usually enter lists into my cell phone and check them
before going off duty. | also rely on colleagues, so good communication is also
important.

Jin: What do you like to do in your spare time and where have you been on
your holidays? What is the best hotel where you have stayed?

Bob: During my working hours, | dedicate my service to Astor guests, so when |
am at home, | think I should extend my service to my wife and daughter. | like to cook
for them when | am home and | like singing. We have spent a holiday in Qingdao and
my favorite hotel was the Starwood Le Meridian.

Jin: What are your future goals?

Bob: Provide my best service to the Tianjin Tourist Group, maintain my Golden Key
designation (there are annual standards to be maintained in order for the holder to
retain the award) and finally provide the best service to Astor guests.
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Who stays at the Astor?

David, a businessman who first came to China 20 years ago says
"Although | did not stay overnight in a hotel during my first visit, | do
recall stopping at the Astor Hotel for lunch. At that time it was not part
of the Starwood Group. It was interesting to visit a hotel that was over
100 years old. We had dumplings at what was regarded as the most
famous dumpling restaurant in Tianjin. The dumplings were very good,
unfortunately, it is no longer open. My favourite hotel in Tianjin is
definitely the Astor. | stay there almost every month and know all the
staff. | like the flavour and atmosphere of the vintage venue. If you go,
make sure to visit their museum in the lower floor. It will not only
provide a history of the 150 year old Astor, but you will learn about
Tianjin". David has repeatedly told me of the experiences he has had in
the hotel and of the way they take care of their guests. Maybe | am also
due a visit.

As he is a regular guest there he must have some good
experiences to share with us, he says ‘I have had many good
experiences at the Astor. Probably my favourite is the time | left my bag
with my wallet in the washroom near the restaurant. | didn't remember
for over an hour and when | went back to retrieve it was gone. | checked
with the front desk and one of their cleaners had found it and turned it
in - nothing was missing. | offered a reward but was told it was not
necessary, it was their duty:" i [#" This means of course they should
return it"

Hotels And Their Relevance For Us

We really are fortunate to be living in Tianjin at a time when it is just
developed enough so as to make it extremely comfortable for
foreigners living here, whilst still retaining its historical importance. We
have the best of both worlds!

Travellers to Tianjin are spoilt for choice as there are so many great
hotels that it really must be difficult to choose between them. Roy who
lives in Beijing says “The Westin is my favourite hotel as it is well situated
downtown, has comfortable beds, good food (ltalian included), and
responsive service. Recently | was amazed to overhear a Chinese man
yelling at the Westin front desk for no valid reason. It struck me that we
foreigners are the new poor, the locals are the new rich and their
expectations now are high”.

Brian Trendel told us “Depending on the people coming and their
reason, | would recommend several alternatives, but 99% of the time we
have visitors who are related to our business, so | recommend the
Tianjin Renaissance Hotel because it is a well-run facility with an
excellent Health Club, support for business people and an excellent
breakfast. It is also close to the subway station, shopping and many
restaurants within walking distance. The Management and staff are
attentive and very professional.

Phil Harnett finds some aspects of Tianjin difficult, so for him there

@

is only one choice, he says I hate the city centre, as the traffic and
congestion along with the pollution are so bad | never go there unless |
have to. For my own personal stays and all of my business visitors we
use the Holiday Inn Riverside, as it is easy to get to from my factory in
Wuging and away from the city traffic. If | have to attend a meeting
downtown - | stay at the Holiday Inn and then use a taxi. That way in the
morning | can drive out easily and quickly”. He finds staying downtown
difficult and inconvenient, but if you ask other regular visitors to Tianjin,
they find that staying downtown makes everything accessible to them.
From there the transport system makes it easy to shop, visit the other
hotels and generally get around far more quickly than they would by
staying, well not downtown.

Each hotel has a different speciality. Some are famous for their
haute cuisine. Guests can choose international food such as Italian or
French and there is no need for them to leave the hotel to find a good
meal. The Chinese restaurants in each hotel also provide high quality
Chinese food. One hotel is famous for its Hong Kong dishes, which no
doubt Chinese guests will be pleased with, so although they may not
be able to actually go to Hong Kong, they can at least experience it
through the food. One hotel is especially famous for its comfortable
beds. Others have placed a large emphasis on the leisure facilities such
as the gym and swimming pool. Still others are able offer fantastic spa
facilities. One hotel even has a salsa bar which is free for ladies on
Fridays and Saturdays.

One of best things about the hotels here is that they are so
welcoming, popping in for lunch or afternoon tea is relatively easy and
comfortable. Maybe you don't have the funds to stay in some of the
more luxurious hotels, but you can still have the option of eating there
and of using the facilities, as gym membership is quite reasonable.

Apart from the luxurious 5 star hotels, there are also many four
stars ones that also offer a high standard of comfort. It may be if you live
in Tianjin that you see no need to go to a local hotel. | like to treat myself
to the odd night away, as it a little bit of luxury in what sometimes is a
sea of stress and busyness. My Chinese friends think | am crazy, but it
really makes a difference to have an occasional oasis, and | find that only
here can | afford five star luxury. | could never afford to stay in a five star
hotel back in England, so | want to make the most of the opportunities
here. There is no doubt about it, the many good hotels here have
contributed to Tianjin's economic development.

According to Liu Guiming, Director of Department of Quality
Regulation and Administration of Tianjin Travel Bureau, from 2006 the
high quality hotels rapidly increased in Tianjin and there were several
reasons for this; the economic situation developed rapidly, restrictions
on foreign affairs were lifted, the investment climate was very
favourable and the environment here started to improve. They are
satisfied that at present the current amount of hotels is sufficient for the
needs of the tourist industry.

Future Plans

Are you already satisfied with what we have at the moment? The
municipal government may not think so. The pace of development
should never stop. Director Liu said: By the year 2015, we hope to have
fifty 5 star hotels here. Our focus is also to get the hotels to improve the
quality of the service and standards they provide and to create more
boutique hotels".

It seems as though it is really a buyers' market and no longer do
travellers to Tianjin have to worry about finding somewhere decent to
stay, they can take their pick from the finest the hotel industry has to
offer.
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EXPATS HISTORY IN TIANJIN

Two men
behind the Astor.

By Andrea Klopper
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worth considering two men related to its existence. John
Innocent was reputedly its founder while William O'Hara was its
last and longest serving manager when it was under foreign ownership.

Q s the Astor House Hotel celebrates its 150th anniversary, it is

John Innocent.

John Innocent was not in the military, wasn't an adventurer as were
many who washed up on China’s shores in the mid nineteenth century,
and was not a businessman seeking to take advantage of the newly
opened ports after the Second Opium War (1860). He was a missionary,
the first of a small but enthusiastic band of Methodists of the New
Connexion Missionary Society. His father had supported the group in
Sheffield where John was born on 10th October 1829. His first job at
aged 16 was as a grinder working from 7a.m. to 8 p.m. after which he
went to night school. As his religious convictions became stronger, he
set up a young men'’s group, taught Sunday school and served a seven
year apprenticeship acting in various capacities within Methodist
circuits in England. While attending a key conference in Manchester in
1859, he was excited to hear of developments in China and was

Above: posteard of the hotel ¢.1902.

Above: Mr and Mrs Innocent (from Candlin 1909),

subsequently appointed with Mr Hall to step into this new ministry. As
his wife, Jane who he had married in 1856, became unwell, she and their
two-year old son, George, remained behind initially. They were among
those who waved good-bye to the fine clipper-built ship carrying a
number of missionaries to the East.

()

As for most, their jumping off point was Shanghai, but they were
sent on north to the newly opened treaty port of Tientsin “with its
boundless possibilities untouched” (Candling 1909:53). On 15 March
1861, they sailed for a further twenty days, took a Chinese mule cart on
a dusty road to the place where they were to be based. It was not easy

to find somewhere to live and Innocent spent his first weeks learning
what food was available and that furniture could be made locally. Apart
from getting to know Tientsin, he ministered to the remaining foreign
soldiers, visiting their sick in the military hospital where many were
suffering fever and heatstroke. It was here he met Captain Gordon (see
June issue of JIN). Sunday services were held for the British soldiers
(some 3000 in 1860-2) and the few foreign residents. He learnt mandarin
with a tutor and would go out for walks, engaging with those Chinese
who were willing to talk with him, often passing on tracts. He got to
know some ten to twelve boys who he formed into a little school as
much to help him with his Chinese as to teach them Bible! By
September, Mrs Innocent joined him, similarly starting a school for
Chinese girls. She then gave birth to their second child, Annie Edkins
Innocent, who was the first British resident born in Tientsin and
registered at the British Consulate. Subsequently two sons — Alfred and
Albert — were born but died in infancy, testimony to the limited medical
services available at the time.

Some months later, another first occurred when Innocent was
introduced to a Mr Hu, a Chinese Christian who became an invaluable
helper and the first Tientsin person to preach to his fellow Chinese
(Candlin 1909: 91). A place beside a busy street was rented as a
preaching room and in 1866, moved into a dilapidated tea house near
the Niang Niang Gong or Tian Hou Gong which still stands on Ancient
Culture Street. From these humble beginnings, a work among the
Chinese grew steadily and formed the basis for today's Gu Lou
Protestant Church.

Earlier, in 1862, Innocent bought 1 1/3 acres in the British
settlement. Two houses were built, partly of brick and part mud, as
missionary residences. It seems one of these may have been used as a
kind of guest house with the name ‘The Mud House’ and this was a
forerunner of what became the Astor House Hotel. Innocent was
recognised as a very practical man and it would seem that in order to
fund his various church and educational projects, a hotel was a viable
idea. As one of the few foreign residents in the port, Innocent came to
be appreciated for his diligence and ability to make things happen. It is
therefore not surprising that he was looked to by many and supported
the establishment some kind of inn more suitable for visiting foreigners
than the rugged local kind. In time it would become a social hub and
house various consulates until they were more established. A board of
shareholders was formed enabling Innocent to be free of actually
running the place. Innocent served on this as well as various civic bodies
and left an enduring legacy. He retired to England in 1897 with his
family, living in Nottingham and then Forest Hill. It was here he died on
27th November 1904, and was buried in the Brockley & Ladywell
Cemetery, where he and his wife’s red marble tombstone can still be
seen.

William O’Hara

O'Hara was a close friend of Dickinson, the majority shareholder of
the Astor Company Limited. He was asked to help manage the hotel,
was then elected onto the hotel board and appointed general manager
in 1916. In 1923, he co-ordinated the construction of an additional four
storey annex with forty more rooms and bathrooms for the growing
number of guests. Most of the materials came from England and the

Above: Mr William O’Hara and his family (date not known)

United States. It was completed and opened by Mrs O'Hara in 1925.They
continued to develop and run the hotel which became a feature of the
town until 1943 when the Japanese took control. Their commander,
Unchida, installed himself as manager. O'Hara and his family, being
British nationals, were sent with many others to the Weifang camp. After
the Japanese surrender in 1945, the Chinese Nationalists (GuoMinDang)
took over the hotel. From the camp, O'Hara had meanwhile contacted
both them and the British Government in London, requesting he be
permitted to continue managing the hotel which was in a very poor
state of repair. October 17, 1945 saw their rather emotional return.
Repairs began by the end of the year with a hotel board of nine
members convened. But attempts to restore order and its previous
service were shaken four years later when the People’s Liberation Army
made the hotel their headquarters, having liberated Tientsin. The British
flag flying on the tower was replaced by the revolutionary flag. O'Hara
doggedly remained. By 1950, there was only 50% occupancy and only
two guests visited in 1952. Arrears in taxes were being demanded and
without the guests to provide any income, the threat that O'Hara, as
Board Chairman, could be imprisoned, was very real. He called and
chaired an emergency meeting at which it was decided that the now
bankrupt hotel should be transferred to the People’'s government. It
would be renamed the Grand Hotel. O'Hara received a mere 8860 yuan
in compensation, having devoted some fifty years of his life to the hotel.
In poor health and with little but memories, he retired to New Zealand
where he subsequently died.

In two different centuries, for four decades or more, these
inhabitants of Tientsin contributed to the landscape of the city in
enduring ways.

Bibliography:
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TIME FOR TEA
— TAIWAN STYLE

by Paula Taylor
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Tea present box

In the BHG shopping mall at the back of
Ao Cheng there is an exquisite tea shop. This
is no ordinary shop, its products are all high
quality imports from Taiwan. Even the name
of the shop is beautiful, Wisteria House. The
owner, Jolin, gave us a unique insight as to
how Taiwanese people start up businesses
here.

Jolin explained her background. “I first
came to Tianjin in 2007 to finish my degree. At
that time there really was not much to Tianjin,
| thought it was a place where nothing was
happening, but when | came back in February
of this year, | couldn't believe my eyes, the
change the city has undergone is staggering, |
hardly recognised the place. It's fantastic”. For
those of you that have already been here for a
few years, you will do doubt share Jolin's
sentiments. Life is great here now isn't it?

Although Jolinis Chinese and of course it
must be easier for someone like her to adapt
to Mainland China than it is for a Westerner,
there are obviously some difficulties. She
went on to say “The thing | find most difficult
about living here is the pollution and the
weather, it is so dry. Also | am not used to the
food. In Taiwan we do not use so much oil
when we cook and we also do not use MSG.
The other thing is that everything closes early
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here” Don't we know it! She carried on
“However apart from these things | really like
living here, Tianjiners are really friendly so | am
enjoying my life at the moment"”.

| asked her to explain the process for
Taiwanese to come here. “We need a visa to
come, but it is very easy and straightforward.
As far as starting a business is concerned, that
is also straightforward. Of course we have to
satisfy the legal requirements, but the
government does give us a lot of help” Wow,
that easy. | spoke to a guy from Hong Kong
and Hong Kong residents also have to get
visas, but they get ten year ones with no
problem. However it is understandable, they
are all Chinese, even if they live in different
places.

| also wanted to know how long the
process took. “From the time | applied to
open the business, to the time | got the
decision was relatively short — within a month.
Of course everything in my shop is imported
so we have to satisfy the government that it is
all quality guaranteed and wrapped well, the
procedures are quite stringent, but | didn't
really have any problems and once we have
been cleared to do business we do not need
to keep applying”.

When | asked her what made her want to
come here to start a business, she beamed.
“My aim is to introduce the best products that
Taiwan has to offer to Tianjiners. Our Oolong
tea comes from Ah Li Shan, which is a tall
mountain in Taiwan and the best land in the
country for tea growing, and it is also my
hometown so | am well aware of the quality”.
| have never been to Taiwan myself, but my
friends rave about it, saying that Taipei is a
really exciting city that is a lot like Hong Kong
in terms of what it has to offer visitors. They
have also confirmed to me that the food is
amazing. For those of you that have started
learning Chinese, | found that watching
Taiwanese dramas really helped because they
speak Mandarin a lot more slowly than

Green tea

Mainlanders do. Just for the record famous
Taiwanese singers include superstar Zhou Jie
Lun, indie rock group Wu Yue Tian (one of my
favourite bands), girl group SHE. and of
course the singer that every Chinese person
of every age knows, Deng Li Jun.

Jolin went on to say “There are very
many Tianjiners that visit Taiwan so | really
want them to be able to find the same
products right here in their own city that they
enjoyed on their visit" Actually not just
Tianjiners but also most Mainlanders really
like Taiwanese products and there are
frequent sales promotions here introducing
well-known brands.

Although there are a lot of tea shops on
many streets, most are not really foreigner
friendly, and by that | mean that although the
tea is good, the backstreet shops are a little
basic and they are not used to foreigners.
There are other good teashops of course, but
there are good reasons if you are thinking of
giving someone tea as a present to visit the
Wisteria House. The shop is bright and
beautiful and all the products are high quality.
| must mention something that really
impressed me. The teabags are really
beautiful, being made of a type of shiny white
chiffon-like material, so they make for a lovely
present. The boxes that the tea is presented
in are based on Japanese style art and come
in different colours that make one want to
collect the whole set.

Apart from the different teas there are
also  edibles that make a good
accompaniment in the form of pineapple
shortcake, candy made from milk, and egg
rolls that really taste like egg. Pineapples are
probably Taiwan's most famous export so the
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cakes ought to be delicious. | tried them, allin
the name of research of course, and they are
delicious. Best of all are the tea sets and cups
and saucers. They are all hand painted and
have different homilies on them regarding
love and peace etc. The scenes depicted
include brightly coloured fish and typical
Chinese scenes. They were all painted by a
master in his 70s. There are also other gift
ideas designed to appeal to the senses and
promote good health.

Jolin served tea to us and she gave us a
lesson as to how to thoroughly enjoy the tea.
The tea is first of all poured into a small
porcelain cylinder which then has a cup
placed over it upside down. The cylinder and
the cup are then turned so that the cylinder is
upside down whilst the cup is the right way
up, and then the cylinder is slowly removed
and rubbed between the palms of the hands.
After that you have to sniff the inside of the
cylinder which will let you anticipate the taste
of the tea. There is also a correct way to hold
the cup. Jolin really knows her stuff and her
business will be a good addition to what will
be a very desirable mall once all the shops are
up and running.

Now we know that Chinese
non-Mainlanders are welcomed with open
arms to do business here and | think it is nice
that, whichever piece of land they may come
from, they can come to the Mainland and
instantly feel at home whilst having the paths
to business success smoothed for them. It is
as if they are being ushered home and the
different land masses are no barrier to the ties
they feel to the Mainland. They are all one
nation after all.

=T

The owner of Wisteria House, Jolin
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t's getting hot around here and I'm

NOT talking about the weather. I'm

talking  about  over-competitive
traders, manufacturers and suppliers in all
sectors in Asia. It's becoming an alarming
trend.

One result of this over-competitive spirit
is that spying and copyright infringement is
becoming the norm and suppliers who don't
take part in such practices are now being put
in a disadvantaged market position. I've
recently witnessed such ill-effects personally.

It started when | received a call from our
purchasing department saying that they
detected counterfeit components similar to

In this new series, Moe "The Profit Hunter@" provides a real, raw, unedited guide for business and technology managers and entrepreneurs working in emerging markets and rising

economies,

the ones we produce at a much lower cost
and that this issue was super important to
solve. | called for an immediate meeting with
all departments to find out more. Our quality
department was specially alarmed as they are
in charge of information security.

First, | wanted to know more about the
company producing the components. | was
told by the purchasing department that the
supplier is a medium sized local manufacturer
with a record of copyright infringement and
getting away with it. | inquired further about
how they manage to get detailed product
information from their victims. | was told that
they wusually bribe the operators and
maintenance crew to give them drawings,
pictures and descriptions of the product and
manufacturing systems and processes.

| turned my attention to the operations
manager who was getting tense as he
listened to this opinion. Of course he wanted
to clean his reputation and his team's but
when  confronted directly about the
possibility of this scenario, he agreed that it's
possible that some of the production line
operators might have been involved in this
scandal.

| had to prioritize my actions to stop the
leak and save whatever can be saved.
Damage control was the first on the list of my
to-do list.

| then focused on the legal side on the
issue. The legal team said that they can
enforce our registered copyright via local
courts and the engineering team confirmed
that the competitor has indeed copied parts
of the component that qualify as

breakthroughs that we had registered earlier
this year with a patent validity of 20 years. |
therefore tasked them with studying the legal
actions we could pursue and providing a legal
and technical report.

The next step was to try a pacifist
approach and try talk to the supplier. It was a
long shot but | gathered the purchasing team
and asked them to organize a visit to the
supplier to discuss the issue. At the same time
| asked my public relations and sales &
marketing teams to start preparing a rescue
campaign to reach our clients and inform
them that the product is stolen and that
buying it is aiding a crime in addition to
exposing the defects of the cheap knock-off
and its dangers.

| got myself ready to meet the supplier's
team. As you might expect, the meeting was
very cold and the meeting took place in a hot
dusty room that seemed to be made for
unwelcome guests. We felt the tension and |
thought I'd start by telling their CEO that we
would of course welcome cooperation with
their side in the future and that we just need
to carefully navigate this issue to expand the
potential for future cooperation. Politically
correct? Well, it still didn't work!

They somehow took this phrase and
misunderstood it as interfering with their
internal issues and that | am there to belittle
their sovereignty over their production
decisions. When | tried to avoid transforming
the meeting into a fight, | told that we are only
voicing our concern over the use of our
creative developments and our months of
effort spent in developing the components

without any return or even approval.

They also didn't like the use of the word
approval in the sentence, noting that
information is free for all and they only
borrowed some general information from our
team and didn't copy the whole product. The
meeting escalated into a loud argument and
when | reach the part where | had to waive
the legal option at them.

| went back to office and decided to start
pursuing the legal option. The legal and
engineering  departments had  already
prepared a strong legal suit to present to the
responsible court and | couldn't had come at
a better time.

| interviewed the suspects and helped
quality team close the investigation. The
result was zeroing in on four team members
who did in-fact conspire to sell the company
secrets.

What happened in the next slow painful
months was a shameful display if disregard to
the law and to commonsense. We required an
immediate stop to the sale of the copied
component to stop our losses while the case
is being studied by the court. However, the
court ruled that because we are an
international company filing a suit against a
local company, and for the sake of the
national economy, the sale of the component
will be continuing while the case is studied.

In any-case, for seven months, the case
was studied and was closed only a whole
month after production was stopped and the
product updated. The court ruled that the
product was only similar but not exactly
copied and that there is no real damage to
our side. | know you expected a happy ending
but this is real life and it's not fair.

Maybe | made a mistake when | took a
long time to contact the authorities or maybe
the technical report that my engineering
department was not strong enough or maybe
the legal department didn't make a strong
argument. Anyway, the important part is that
we learned our lesson from this experience.

We took heavy losses in this project but
we learned that whatever you do to seal your
pipes, there will always be leaks that need to
be found before it's too late. | now hold a
regular security screening to make sure that
such leaks are found before real damage is
done and to try to catch them. The Spies.
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t was surprising to hear that Banyan Tree

Hotels & Resort would open a Hotel in the

heart of the city of Tianjin. Until now Banyan
Tree was synonymous with Resorts in idyllic
getaway locations like Lijiang, Phuket, Maldives
and Seychelles but has in recent years opened
properties in cities like Seoul, Macao, Shanghai
and now on the banks of the Hai He in Tianjin. In
our meeting with Stefan Thumiger, General
Manager of Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside, we
learned that it is actually a new development
strategy of Banyan Tree Hotels & Resort featuring
the new Urban Resort Concept. Stefan Thumiger
has worked in Banyan Tree for over 5 years in
various locations and has opened for the group
the Hotels in Seoul and now here in Tianjin. In an

o)

interview he gave us some insights and details
on the newest addition to the Banyan Tree
Collection.

Jin:Tianjin has many high class hotels and
they are all fighting for a share in a limited
market for the benefit of our readers, please
explain why Banyan Tree has moved away
from the concept of a resort in an area of
outstanding beauty and opted for an inner city
location in Tianjin.

ST: With Banyan Tree Hotels & Resorts
growing as an international chain we decided
not only to focus on resort locations but also to
establish a presence in cities with an Urban
Resort Concept. Even though the surrounding
might not be as idyllic as a resort we feel that
nothing stops us form bringing the renowned
Banyan Tree Resort Service Delivery to a city
property creating the relaxed feel of a resort.
What makes a resort so special is that as a guest
we are there obviously on vacation and can take
it easy with no pressure. Our Urban Resort
creates a life style environment allowing you to
just be, whatever the reason for your visit is. If you
are on business, hold a meeting, have something
to celebrate or simply look to get away from the

By Paula Taylor

hustles and bustles of life, we can provide a little
bit of a vacation feel. We will help you to carve
out these precious moments in your busy
schedule were you can just be and recharge your
batteries. You are correct by saying that there is a
large number of luxury Hotels competing in the
Tianjin market with many more coming. For this
reason we do want to create a different style of
hotel, something outside of the Box adding to
the destination of Tianjin. In short, everything we
do is under the umbrella of a relaxed, luxury
service delivery, the resort style which we are
famous for.

Jin: Your choice of Tianjin as your latest

venture is also a shrewd move, as Tianjin is fast
gaining a reputation as an international city
and The Banyan Tree hopefully will persuade
more people to come here and sample the
high quality experiences that Tianjin can now
offer.

ST: | feel very strongly that Tianjin has an
untapped potential as a “Getaway Place” for
Beijingnese. Whilst corporate guests will be an
important part of the business | do belief that
the future of Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside will be
more as a leisure and lifestyle Hotel. Obviously
our renowned and award-winning Banyan Tree
Spa will play an important role in this. | feel that
our location is the nicest on the Hai He, being
right opposite of the bustling Ancient Culture
Street, within minutes walking distance from the
fantastic ltalian Street. At the same time the
location is quiet and serene with lots of greenery
right on the river, inviting for a stroll along the
shore. The closeness to the Tianjin East Train
Station is perfect for guests from Beijing -
literally from the moment the train leaves Beijing
South Station you can be relaxing in our lobby
45 minutes later. Being on the other side of the
river also helps with easier access to Tianjin
airport.

Jin: No doubt the Tianjinese that use your
hotel will experience new things, how do you
plan to tempt guests to use your facilities?

ST: We are having a large variety of
attractive discounts schemes and opening
packages to tempt Tianjinese in to our Hotel.
New to Tianjin will be our renowned and
award-winning Spa, which is actually the first
one in Northern China . With our low tech - high
impact techniques we are not only providing
spa treatments but create unique experiences.
All our highly qualified therapists have been
trained especially for 3 months in our own
accredited spa academy. Not to forget is our
unique shop, the Banyan Tree Gallery, the perfect
place for gifts and treats for you. Based on a
concept of "retailing with a difference’, the
Gallery's ethos is based on giving back to
communities centering around the core values,

Sustaining Village Development in remote areas,
Conserving Natural & Cultural Resources and
Showecasing Ethnic Crafts & Culture.

Jin: Tianjinese love food and more and
more people are concerned about their health,
so you have already hit on a key attraction for
them.

In all our restaurants we are focusing on
basics: Best ingrediences, freshest preparation,
natural flavours and value for money. We have
rented a block of land and are planting some of
our own vegetables — we really want to go the
extra mile to ensure we have healthy and fresh
products every day. We want to make sure that
food is always prepared in simple ways, bringing
out natural flavours - for instance in our grill
restaurant we use a variety of different salts,
peppers, and olive oils to achieve this.

Jin: Can you please describe in detail
what kind of experience a guest can expect at
your hotel?

ST: Itis about a relaxed life style, a place you
can be, a place you can take respite, carve time
out for yourself. A place to rejuvenate and to
have a little bit of a holiday being it for a few
hours whilst doing business or for a few days

with your loved ones. When you drive up and
enter our hotel you will feel the difference. We
do not have a traditional lobby with a formal
desk. It resembles more a living room. Our
Banyan Tree Hosts are there to take care of all
your needs — they are your one stop shop, to
assist you and customize your stay. Whilst we
check-in guests in our lobby Lounge we provide
a specially selected welcome tea and a relaxing
shoulder massage to get you into the right
mood.

Jin: Everyone that comes to forms their
own impressions and they are all different, we
would be interested to hear yours.

ST: This is my first time in China and | was
lucky enough to travel a lot to different places. |
am absolutely fascinated by the fast growth, the
depth and variety of the culture. What fascinates
me in Tianjin is that | can have a glimpse of the
old and new China together and this is
something | treasure very much. | find that
Tianjin is very unique, from its history to its
habitants creating this special relaxed and laid
back atmosphere. This combined with the
beautiful Hai He, the architectural variety which
is well maintained puts Tianjin into the right
place to become a getaway destination.

Jin: How do you plan to customise your
hotel in order to take into account local tastes?

ST:The fundamentals of a good hotel are to
continuously improve, adjust to changes in
trends, anticipate the needs of guests and
exceed expectations. Localization is very
important. It is about understanding the market
and at the same time the local culture, this is the
key to success. Moreover it is about the
individuality of the guest, his needs and
expectations. Here the key is not to standardize,
but to personalise the service delivery. It is
crucial for the team to be flexible, have personal
initiative and be empowered to make decisions.
This is why we have combined all the many
different functions you find in a traditional Hotel
Lobby into one, the Banyan Tree Host. These
selected associates are at the centre in creating
experiences in our Urban Resort.

Riverside Suite
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Communication Workshop - Impactful Communication using the Meyers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI®)

20th May, 2013

MBTI® is one of the world’s most widely used personality
indicators with more than 2 million people discovering their
personality type each year. MBTI® is used by many Fortune 500
businesses and in the world's leading business schools as a foundation
in leadership development.

In today's fast paced and volatile business environment,
impactful and inspiring communication is essential to the success of
any manager or leader. Impactful communication leads to more
engaged and productive teams and more satisfied clients and senior
stakeholders.

In cooperation with German Chamber, the European Chamber
Tianjin Chapter organized this fun and interactive seminar by inviting
Robin Ball (MDS Founder and Head of Learning and Development)
and Joanna Thumiger (MDS Senior Consultant). More than 30 top
executives and line managers who are interested in improving their
communication skills for business or private purposes participated this
workshop.

Business Confidence Survey 2013 Available to Read on Your Tablet

* The Business Confidence Survey 2013 has
launched. Download the report from the Chamber
website (www.europeanchambercom.cn) to see
what Chamber members told us about their
business performance and experiences in the last
year. This year we provide digital copies of the BCS in
both pdf and ebook formats suitable for your iPad,
Kindle or other favourite tablet ereader. As always it is available in both
English and Chinese versions.

Human Capital Conference in Beijing
T i"" On 7th June, The European Union
| ",r o - Chamber of Commerce in China is

« delighted to be holding its second
, annual Human Capital Conference at
s the Four Seasons Hotel in Beijing. The
conference entitled  "Unlocking
Innovation” aims to provide both
European and Chinese human capital
experts and business leaders an unparalleled opportunity to obtain
insights from one another on how to tap innovation into China HR

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapte
BE PAN

N ]

West Road, Nankai District, Tianjin, 30038

Tougher business conditions, both globally and in China, have led
to diminished financial performance for European companies in China
in recent years. The relatively poor financial results are further
exacerbated by the regulatory environment. However, despite many of
the lowest business confidence results since the onset of the global
economic downturn, China continues to be a priority in global
strategies and a mainstay for global revenue generation.

activities this year and beyond. The one day conference includes a
keynote and a CEO Panel in the morning followed by four interactive
workshop discussions, an Innovation Expert Panel and closing keynote
at the end of the day. There are over 14 distinguished speakers and 120
guests joining innovation dialogues and raising recommendations to
unlock the innovator potential of local teams and leaders. The Keynote
Speech is delivered by Davide Cucino, President, European Union
Chamber of Commerce and Vincent Rondia, Academic Director, Raffles
Design Institute Beijing respectively.

= X ) S
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PR.China
e 517241

Tel: +86 22 2374 1122 Email: tianjin@europeanchamber.com.cn Website: www.european mber.com.cn
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Latest Information on Visa and Residence Permits Policy
Thursday, May 23, St. Regis Tianjin

On May 23rd, AmCham China, Tianjin, in conjunction
with the Exit-Entry Administration Tianjin Municipal Public
Security Bureau held a briefing on the current exit and entry
visa regulations and policies for AmCham member
companies in Tianjin. Xu Xinhao and Tian Xiaojian, director
and vice director of the Exit-Entry Administration Bureau,
shared up-to-date policies on visa and resident permit issues.
They also discussed how the Exit-Entry Administration
Bureau could provide information and service to foreigners
living in Tianjin. Lots of questions from member companies
were answered during the Q & A Session.

ICT Forum Tianjin Kickoff Lunch:
Top Technology Issues for Companies in China
May 29, Tangla Hotel Tianjin

AmCham China Tianjin launched its ICT Forum on May 29th
at the Tangla Hotel Tianjin.

A panel of IT experts and corporate representatives
discussed technology-related issues in China, such as the
shortage of qualified technologists, issues with Internet access
and online security.

The objective of this forum is to organize meetings with
Chinese, US government, and regulatory officials, provide
information, education, and updates on information technology
and telecommunications industry-related developments, and
encourage networking and business development among
members of the forum. This will also be a forum and a resource
for technology leaders with the goal to improve productivity for
member companies in the area of technology.

Moderator:

Nicholas Tea, national IT director, Leadership Development International Inc.

Speakers:

Tom Chen, director software system development, Inventec Electronics (Tianjin) Co., Ltd
Lin Gao, sr. director, Global Gov't Affairs, Motorola Solutions

Jim Hong, vice president, Good Technology

Lee Shelton, QA manager, TeleCommunication Systems

Address: Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051
TEL: 86-22-23185075  Contact person: Amanda He amandahe@amchamchina.org  Website: www.amchamchina.org
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NG-BADLY:

any people at tourist sites complain
I\/\ about Chinese tourists pushing in and
not queuing up, dropping litter etc.
However these minor indiscretions pale into
significance when we look at some rather more
serious bad behaviour, like the idiot who wrote his
name on a 3500 year old Egyptian relic. The good
news is that it was other Chinese tourists that took
action, they took photos of the graffiti and
uploaded it on the web. There soon followed
widespread fury and indignation and a hunt
began to find the culprit. He was identified as a
15 year old schoolboy from Nanjing.

One tourist said that when he saw the graffiti
he was ashamed and that it was the worst
moment of his trip. He and others tried to erase
the marks but failed. He also said that there were
14 people in his party and they were all struck
silent due to shame. It is fair to say that Chinese
people were united in their disgust and the boy’s
family were forced to issue a grovelling apology.
In fact the Chinese government are so keen to

make sure that Chinese tourists do not
disgrace China's reputation abroad, that in
April a new law was passed warning tourists
against uncivilised behaviour. Mr. Wang Yang,
a vice Prime Minister recently said that the
behaviour of some Chinese tourists abroad is
uncivilised, leading to criticism which is
resulting in China’s image abroad being
harmed. Amongst the bad behaviour he
listed was spitting (yes that has been
exported) and dropping litter. Here is a direct
quote from the People’s Daily, Mr Wang said:
'Improving the civilised quality of the citizens
and building a good image of Chinese tourists
are the obligations of governments at all
levels and relevant agencies and companies!
He said Chinese authorities should 'guide
tourists to conscientiously abide by public
order and social ethics, respect local religious
beliefs and customs, mind their speech and
behaviour... and protect the environment.

The interesting thing is that Chinese
people  were  unanimous in  their
condemnation of the boy's parents, they said
he had not been educated properly so in
effect it was the fault of his parents.
Meanwhile his parents issued a grovelling
apology by writing in the Modern Express
newspaper ‘'We apologize to Egyptian
authorities and Chinese people who are upset
by this incident. He has realized he made a
mistake, and we beg your pardon, please give
him a chance to correct his act’ OK, but it is
hard to see quite how he will correct his act.
As this kid's parents are wealthy enough to be
able to send him off travelling abroad at such
a young age, no doubt he has been
thoroughly  spoiled with everything he
wanted given to him. Whilst many will no
doubt think this is just teenage anti-social
behaviour, there is nevertheless a growing
problem  here  with  children  being
overindulged. In  the future the
consequences of spoiling these children will
come back with a vengeance. What | don't
understand is that almost everyone | know
confirms that they spoil their children and
that they know they will regret it, but they say
they can't change and everyone else spoils
their children too.

When | tell people how my parents
believed in tough love and that there were
always consequences for bad behaviour in
the form of severe physical punishment, they
visibly shudder at the thought. Most Chinese
parents would not contemplate beating their
child or even punishing them. The idea of
saying no to them is just not part of their
ethos. Like me you have probably seen

appalling behaviour that goes unchecked or
seemingly unnoticed by parents and
grandparents alike.

One lady told me that when she
chastises her child, her own parents or
parents-in-law criticise her. These children do
not know the meaning of restraint and
self-control, they have been led to believe
that the universe revolves around them and
woe-be-tide anyone who begs to differ.
When teaching English | have had teenage
kids burst into tears because | suggested that
they didn't copy from other people and
instead did their own work.

A little light at the end of the tunnel is
that it was Chinese people who highlighted
the desecrated Egyptian relic after all, and it
was them who launched a campaign to find
the culprit. Imagine in a country of this size
with so many people having similar names
they still painstakingly tracked the boy down.

In England at a very expensive private
school, an 18 year old Chinese student,
Mingheng He, reacted with fury when he
asked another student to loan him a bottle of
soy sauce and the other student refused.
After seething for two hours Mingheng went
to find the second student and stabbed him
twice, causing severe injuries. He was jailed
for four years. The reporters referred to him as
a thug, and many readers commented that
this is a result of the one child policy and
people treating their children like little
emperors.  Foreigners living in China also
commented and said that Chinese children
are not able to tolerate being refused
anything, they are not used to it. Usually |
would be in agreement with the punishment
that this boy received, but | started delving a
little deeper and have changed my attitude a

little.

Other students at the school said that
there are lots of rich kids from Hong Kong and
they bullied Mingheng and isolated him from
the minute he arrived. He was only one of two
Mandarin speakers and when the other one
left he was completely alone. Adding to his
distress, when he came back to China for a
holiday he found out his mother had been
diagnosed with ovarian cancer.  Other
non-Chinese students said he was kind and
generous and a great roommate. They were
adamant that the Hong Kong students were
prejudiced against him. The Judge at the trial
was told that he had no family support in
England. So this kid was sent away from
home and family to a country where he had
no friends, and then when he arrived his life
was made a misery by the very people with
whom he should have bonded. No doubt his
family did not take into consideration the fact
that he may not have wanted to go in the first
place, and that it was probably his parents’
dream for him to be educated abroad. Maybe
some of the blame for this tragedy needs to
be laid at his parents'door.

Chinese parents love their children too
much, they help them too much, they give
them too much. Children need training and
boundaries almost as much as they need love.
If their parents continue to treat them like
emperors, those children will go on to have
extremely difficult lives. The world is a cold
and hard place and once they find out that it
is not the same as their home, where the word
no does not exist and that they are expected
to be responsible for their actions, they will
find that trouble follows them, no doubt they
will not thank their parents then but rather
blame them.

©
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r. Shen Jun lives in Hebei District of
M Tianjin and his hobby is making
wooden architecture miniatures of

local historical buildings, including churches
and ancient celebrities’ houses in Tianjin. He
has more than 30 miniature models and when
you look at the exquisite roofs, precisely cut
windows and doors that even can be moved
freely, you cannot tell that all of them are
made of disused wood. It was Shen’s dream to
take those exotic buildings back home when
he was young.

Shen'’s father used to work in an Arts
Publication Company, so the arts atmosphere
at home was quite inspiring throughout his
childhood. Ever since then, Shen developed a
strong interest in painting and craft skills. After
his retirement in 2002, he found some disused
wood materials left by his neighbour after
they had decorated their apartment. Then he
was suddenly struck with a good idea. “Why
not use these materials to make some
miniature  architecture  models?"he  asked
himself. However, the first challenge is the
scale ratio. If the ratio is wrong, the miniature
will look awkward, hence getting the
measurements right was quite difficult in the
beginning. He had to go to the scene,
measure the real scale of building by walking
around, and remember how many steps he
walked. Once he got home, he immediately

by Yang Xue Fei

started to calculate the distance and scale. By
repeating this procedure so many times,
Shen’s first miniature was done and it was the
Residence of the Yuan Family at Hebei District.
Shen is obsessed with building models
thoroughly. No matter what the weather
conditions, hot or cold, as long as he wants to
make new models, he will carry his palette to
the scene and spend two or three hours
drawing the building. He said: “Along with the
booming economy the city construction of
Tianjin is becoming increasingly more
beautiful so my inspiration and design
resources are more than before. In the future, |
am planning to hold an exhibition for my
collection and designs to let more people
know about Tianjin and Tianjin history.
Although | am getting old and my physical
strength is weak too, | will still try my best to
make iconic architecture as much as | can”.

Hopeland International I(imlergarten
Graduation Season - vxu-.»
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The graduation season has approached.
During the graduation ceremony at Hopeland,
the video about kindergarten life and the
friendship between teachers and children was
playing on the big screen. After that, the
chairman of Hopeland International

Kindergarten, Madam Wang Feng Lan, awarded

the graduation diploma and group photo with
crystal frame to everychild. All the children were
very excited to yeII:“We have graduated!"In the
end, there was a wonderful graduation
performance. A bright future is coming to them
as welll

th, BE, SENHTERERNHE, RERVNDREB/ANEI, £
EERENBL LW SALER IR W BRI —RESHE T , BARNI
SE—RNEMT, RFNEDREETHRAEHEARRNIBERE, RRTHT
EHHT— P Ao BREBETFIMBRT NALPE—NEENNZ], £=ERHH
EEFKEIRZ LT FREAGMEVERLEMEBRKER. ZFIRHH S, 7F
EEE: C RMNELW " EEREBEORENENFIER, 2FELENRREN
T—HREHLOEWTR! REORFN, BARNBRRERF, AZHRPR
RERBRXGFURPEY, BERIMEBTER, BFAESH, BARMNNHKEK
RHETHER

y

-y
e

»a ﬁ* >4 ‘,f A }
PO U

famatian

. m
e Pl b | 5
n.maunqq.mumfﬁﬁhynj{_—




CULTURE

ARE

ALL

IMPORTS GOOD?

SNSRI ER RIS

By Paula Taylor
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he West has given a lot to China but

not all the imports have been good,

take junk food for instance. On one
of my early morning jaunts | was struck by the
amount of people at 6.30 in the morning
taking their children to fast food restaurants
for their breakfast. One young boy was
clutching a large cup of a bilious looking
orange fluid, that | am sure had no connection
with oranges at all. The custom here in Tianjin
is to buy breakfast outside, with the most
popular breakfast dish being youtido, which is
a long fried dough stick, a kind of doughnut,
and soy milk. Whilst | never eat youtido, their
Chinese name literally means oil stick, and |
cannot understand why something so
unhealthy is so popular, | am even more
alarmed at the trend to stuff children full of

©
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junk food and e numbers, especially as it is the
first meal of the day.

My friends explained to me that people
are very busy here and children have to start
school a lot earlier than they do in the West, so
parents really have no time to prepare
breakfast in the morning, and the children
really do not have the time to eat it at home,
therefore buying it outside is a necessary task,
and the children eat it on the move. OK | can
understand, but why go for such unhealthy
options? This is one thing imported from the
West that is damaging to Chinese people.
Another friend pointed out that now the fast
food restaurants have healthy options for
breakfast, such as zhou, a porridge made from
rice. | pointed out to her that | had not seen
any children with zhou, but | had seen them

all with burgers and fizzy drinks. She then
concurred that the children prefer to eat junk
food. Of course, all children do, | love junk
food, but | am not kidding myself that it is
good for me and | rarely touch fizzy drinks, let
alone drink one for breakfast. As Chinese
people are unable to say no to their children,
every day many of them have the worst
possible start to their day. Experts readily
testify to the effect of chemicals and e
numbers on the behaviour of children.

What about other things that have been
imported from the West? Lots blame the
increasing lack of morality amongst young
people here on imported TV shows that
promote immorality. Whatever you think of
this, it is true to say that Chinese people think
we are very “free” - their opinion of us is based

on the shows that they watch. | have had
people say to me, "Westerners are very oper
minded’, when | ask them what they mean
they say ’l watch Sex and the City so | know
you people are very open minded” | have
never ever watched this show, but as the title
is self-explanatory, and if my surmising s
cotrect that this show portrays us as being
liberal and having sex vith strangers all over
the place, then it is no surprise that Chinese
people are being influenced.

Once upon a time premarital sex was
frowned on here, but now one night stands
are common and girls live with their
boyfriends with no repercussions from family
or friends. Older Chinese people believe this
is a Western influence that has crept in.
Another problem is the attitude to marriage
and divorce. Divorce rates are skyrocketing
here and when you look at the behaviour of

some stars, who appear to lead glamorous
lives but who marry and divorce with relative
ease, no wonder people think that is no
problem. One case in point is Kate Winslet.
She s very famous here, she has been married
three times and is now pregnant with her
third child.  This will mean three different
fathers for three children. If a Chinese star had
this kind of record they would not be famous
for very long, but as Kate is a Westerner, it is
accepted that it is just normal behaviour for
us.

You probably know that here gifts are
valued for their elaborate packaging, rather
than the contents. This is something that is
also said to come from the West. Before
goods were plainly wrapped, even if they
were a big name brand. However once
people saw that imported goods were
beautifully packaged, people were amazed

and wanted to also use this kind of packaging.
Now this custom is really over the top, as the
boxes frequently cost more than the goods
inside. Mianzi is everything so the packaging
will clearly let a person know his status in the
gift giver's eyes. People buy moon cake gift
boxes that cost hundreds of rmb, but the
contents are still just cakes and in no way
justify the high price. | went into a shop once
to look at a pretty glass jar. The shop owner
said "You should buy this for your friends
because the box is really special. For you
Chinese speakers the Chinese she used was
XA ETREFEL L | remember thinking
at the time that it was a peculiar thing to say.
There is no way that | could tell a friend “I
bought you this present because of the box”.
So although the beautiful packaging of goods
may have started in the West | don't think it is
fair to blame us for how it has become
twisted. Nevertheless Chinese people say
they got the idea from us.

We live in a disposable society and we
throw too much away. Before the economic
situation was not so good here so people
didn't throw things away without good
reason. Forests are now being chopped
down to provide disposable wooden
chopsticks. Whilst the West cannot be blamed
for every bad thing here, maybe we do have
some responsibility for certain things. Itis as if
we threw the ball that is the throw away
mentality, and the Chinese caught it and ran
away with it. Now excess packaging and the
use of too much plastic is a problem for most
societies. | used to tut tut at the bare
bottomed children going to the toilet in the
street. | still tut-tut but this time it is because
they are doing in full view of everyone. The
landfill  problem created by disposable
nappies is a far more serious problem than
the one caused by the children not wearing
them.

Progress is a two edged sword, with the
wide availability and accessibility —of
computers, smartphones, the internet etc.
Chinese children are now in danger of not
being able to write characters, so used to just
tapping them out on a keyboard or phone
pad are they. No wonder in the parks it is old
men who are writing calligraphy and not
young people — young people are simply
unable to. Thousands of years of calligraphy
culture may well be a thing of the past at this
rate.

The West has given a lot to China - it has
also taken a lot away.



SEVEN DAYS GROUP
seven Days Group since 2002

A classy western cuisine corporate from Japan with four outlets in Tianjin
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RERFRATTRKE K625 FHE2SEHTIF 1 a District, Tianjin
-1F, ISETAN Store 2, No.62, 2nd Avenue, TEDA 8384

OPEN 11:00-22:00 5 = 2

The two Seven Days restaurants in Isetan downtown and Isetan Binhai
serves authentic western food as well as a large variety of desserts,
which are ladies’ favorite.

SEASONS restaurant is situated in Tianjin Museum in Tianjin Cultural
Center. The 8m high space is a wonderful venue for various parties. In
March, Tianjin Japanese School held its graduation party (about 150
people) in the restaurant.

FLAG restaurant located at Xiao Bai Lou, the CBD of Tianjin. It is most
popular among business people. The large selection of wines is a
highlight.

SEASONS . FIAG|by Seven Days
‘ ¥ KRR AT SIS E 1 902K X HGAL S,
¥ INo. G-1; 1902 European Style Street, intersectioniofiDa Gu Nan Road.and Kai
Feng|DaofklepingDistrict, Tianjin [’
TEL2339:8428 "
OPEN;11:00-22:00)

District, Tianjin
TEL 8388-3017
OPEN 11:00-22:00
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FHHNEENEALY (KEFRHE)
TEL: I310- 2004/ 6- 22534 1
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Booking hotline:
Japanese food 2392-5786

Teppanyaki 137-5255-5628

(Japanese)

CHEILOSE T G oo, ADD:2F NingTai Plaza,1 Xia Guang Dao,Nankai District
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TIANJIN WAKES UP

by Paula Taylor
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hat were you doing at 5.00 a.m.

this morning, or any morning? |

expect most of you were still
engaged in blissful inactivity, still snoozing
away happily. That is usually my condition,
but | decided to have a change to my routine
in order to bring you a first-hand report about
what Tianjiners are doing early in the
morning, hence when a friend suggested we
go to shui shang park early to “exercise” |

@

readily agreed. | dragged my sorry carcass out
of bed at 5.30 and had a nice cold shower, that
woke me up nicely and then | stumbled down
the road and staggered into the park at 6.30.
On the way several buses roared past me, the
passengers inside already nodding off
although the day had just started.

When I entered the park | was greeted by
an amazing sight, it was literally bursting with
people engaged in various activities. If you

like people watching, | heartily recommend
you take an early morning stroll around any of
the parks. | watched several groups of people.
One group were practising a martial art with
lethal looking swords. They were all dressed
in turquoise traditional Chinese outfits, and
with the sun shining on the water which was
behind them, they made for a stunning scene,
straight out of a kung fu movie. | proceeded
with caution, | assume they were all experts,
but | didn't want to take any chances. If a
sword flew out of a novice's hand.........

As | rounded a bend | was presented
with a dance group who were shaking their
stuff. There was a lone man dancing with
them who was attempting to keep up, but he
looked quite sheepish. The only other male
there was left to guard their bags. Dancing is
one of the main activities in the park and
there are many different ‘gangs” of women,
each group has a leader and different music.
The aforementioned group really make an
effort and all wear the same clothes so they
are quite striking, although they are

completely out of step with the music. | am
going to make a pejorative statement and say
that many Asian people have no natural
rhythm. This is based on what | see of the
dancing ladies and my own failed attempts to
teach my Japanese, Korean and Chinese
friends Salsa. They tell me that they can follow
the steps but not feel the rhythm, hence their
dancing is robotic. Something that further
complicates things for the dancing ladies is
that they are using salsa or other western
music, but rigidly stick to synchronised steps
more suited to Chinese traditional music.
Nevertheless their enthusiasm is great. | got
talking to a lady who was watching one group
dancing and she said ‘I come here every
morning at 5.00 am. 5.00 a.m.! And | thought
I was early.

| want to tell you about some of the
interesting people | have met through my
early morning perambulations. | really like
talking to the locals, | can get a keen
understanding of what life is like for most of
them. Here are a couple of experiences that |
had recently. | started watching a group of
old ladies dancing, and one caught my eye.
She was in her 70s and was wearing a brightly
coloured top that was covered in sequinned
flowers, really glamorous. Another lady was
watching from the side-lines and told me that
the well-dressed lady was her mother who
had terminal cancer, so her daughter brought
her out every day to dance and let her enjoy
herself. Her daughter told me “She doesn't
know she has cancer, she doesn't know she is
dying. The doctors told us she only had six
months to live, but she has already lasted for
one year. They say it is a miracle’. Why she
confided in a complete stranger and a
foreigner at that, | don't know, but | am glad
she did. | had a lump in my throat as |
watched the old lady delightedly performing
all the moves like an expert. Who knows how
much longer she has left, but at least getting
out every day and dancing with her friends is
bringing her happiness.

| also made another new friend when her
dog came up to me and introduced himself.
He is a British Bulldog and no doubt
recognised a fellow Bit. His owner told me
that she was very worried as his hair was
falling out and he had lumps all over him. It
only happened in spring and summer and she
did not know what to do. She had already
seen many vets but had been unable to find a
resolution. She was worried that her dog was
sick because of something that she was
doing. | told her that her dog was a little too

chubby, many owners here overfeed their
dogs which causes them myriad health
problems. | said | would check some
information on this breed of dog and get back
to her. | found out the cause of the dog's
problems and went back to tell her. She was
so relieved that it wasn't her fault that she
almost cried. Many of the animals here have
problems simply because their owners do not
know the correct way to deal with them, but
they really do love them.

There are various hobbies that people
carry out in the parks and a fascinating one is
using a giant brush to write characters on the

ground using water instead of ink. Of course
the sun quickly evaporates the water, but it is
still interesting to try to work out what wise
saying they want to impart to us before this
happens. | like to test out my Chinese
characters, but it is not always easy as they use
traditional ones.  One particularly gifted
gentleman is ambidextrous and uses one
hand to write Chinese characters, and the
other hand to write English simultaneously.

Another benefit is that now it is so hot, it
is difficult for me to motivate myself, therefore
the early morning is extremely comfortable
for me. If you are also suffering from the heat
but want to get out and about, then why not
think about the early morning life. At5.00 a.m.
Tianjin is already awake and alive with activity.
To date | have still only managed to leave my
house at 6.00 a.m. - so far a 5.00 a.m. arrival at
the park has eluded me but | haven't given up.
By 8.30 a.m. just about everyone has ceased
their activities and already gone home.
Incidentally the earliest bus from the terminal
near to my home leaves at 5.00 a.m.

| am learning so much about Chinese
people, and the more | get to know them, the
more | love them. My advice is if you really
want to understand Chinese people and
make real friends with them, don't just stick to
the people you know through your work, get
out and about, especially early in the morning
and you will soon find yourself having new
experiences, learning new things and making
new friends.
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Shenzhen:
The Fastest Growing City in China
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In Zhang Yimou's 2002 movie, "Happy
Times’, Little Wu Ying dreamed about her
ambitions to go to Shenzhen to find a doctor
to cure her blindness and reunite with her
father. The trouble was that she worked at a
massage parlor that didn't actually exist and
eventually, the tips that she earned from her
poor but well intentioned clients were
nothing more than fake slips of paper. Still,
that didn't stop her by the end of the movie.

This was the first time | heard of
Shenzhen. The image | had of it was a bastion
of hope for a better life. It's well worth it to see
the movie and to visit the city, just next to
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Hong Kong, right on the southern tip of
Guangdong Province.

Prior to the beginnings of Prime Minister
Deng Xiao Ping’s reign, Shenzhen was just a
tiny fishing village, with a population less than
100,000. Outside of Guangdong Province,
nobody would have ever known about this
place or its “deep drains”as the literal Chinese
to English translation implies. In ancient times
Shenzhen had a series of deep rivers that
zigzagged through the village to support its
farms and livestock and was thus, given this
name. Nowadays, you won't be able to lay
eyes on these deep rivers, for in the past thirty

years, this nondescript hamlet has
transformed itself into a city that's probably
almost fifty times its size. Blanketed with
mega skyscrapers, parks, museums, markets,
businesses and its own Shenzhen Stock
Exchange, any trace of its reliance on farming
or its water drains are now merely lost
archaeological relics. How did this happen?
Shenzhen gained widespread attention
from the Communist Party due to the fact that
Hong Kong was its next door neighbor. As
newly appointed Deng Xiao Ping and his
administration  were  formulating  new
economic theories for China’s reform,
Shenzhen was planned to be the ultimate
testing ground. With the dual help of Hong
Kong and Mainland China government
investment, Shenzhen was awarded the title
of a Special Economic Zone. It grew and grew.
Suddenly, everybody knew about Shenzhen.
To keep up with the development, the
Chinese government encouraged its citizens
to move to Shenzhen. People followed and
currently, Shenzhen is one of most wealthy
cities in China, ranking with Guangzhou (the

capital of Guangdong Province), Shanghai,
Beijing and Hong Kong.

After disembarking from one of the
southbound buses from Guangzhou to
Shenzhen (you can also take one of the very
frequent and convenient high speed trains
from the south railway station), the first thing
| noticed while taking the subway was a lack
of spoken Cantonese. In Guangzhou, most of
its citizens were Cantonese speakers while
Mandarin was in the minority (not by much).
In Shenzhen, it felt like the opposite. Spoken
Mandarin was everywhere from the hotels,
restaurants and museums. This is because the
overwhelming influx of Mandarin speaking
migrants eventually outnumbered the local
Cantonese speaking population. Even my
students from Shenzhen who attended
Nankai University only spoke Mandarin.
Although to be fair, they said that they
understood Cantonese, which is arguably a
more tricky language to speak.

After checking into my hotel, | glanced
over the list the theme parks that were
famous in Shenzhen. Along with Shenzhen'’s
prosperity, tourism had also developed. Still, a
major problem had to be addressed in the
1980s and 1990s: crime. Despite the hopes
and dreams of living a better life, some of the
new inhabitants encountered difficulties, and
as a result, reports of seedy neighborhoods
became the norm in many travel books.
Nowadays, almost all of this has been cleaned
up by the government and Shenzhen is
currently safe for tourism. Also note that all of
the tourist sites described in greater detail in
this article can all be reached by subway.

Looking back at the list, Shenzhen's
theme parks are vast and diverse: a Sea
Park/Beach Resort, the Chinese Folk Culture
Village, Happy Valley, Splendid China, Minsk
World (A military themed adventure park), a
Safari Park, a Botanical Garden and the
Window of the World. The most famous and
unique park that I'd heard of was the Window
of the World, a miniature themed model park
of tourist sites from around the world.
Splendid China, is essentially the same kind of
park, except the miniatures are focused on
the sites of China. | hopped on a subway
bound for the Window to the World stop.

While looking at models might seem a
little childish, it was actually a inspiring for
there is a lot about the world that we haven't
seen. | have lived and traveled in China for two
years without leaving or going home. And
after seeing the European and Southeast
Asian miniature sections, | suddenly realized
what little | knew and how expansive the

world is. Most of the reproductions of some of
the most famous structures in the world were
painstakingly recreated arch by arch and brick
by brick. From the great pyramids in Egypt to
the majestic Angkor Wat in Cambodia to the Il
Duomo Cathedral in Italy, most of the models
were about the width of a standard hotel
room and the height of my waist. Others
practically towered over the visitor. So, in a
way, the miniatures were not quite as small as
was lead to believe. In the center of it all was a
half sized reproduction of the Eiffel Tower
which you can climb or take an elevator. It's
pleasant to wander around the well tended
theme park, but make sure to catch the more
lavish night show run by a professional
Russian Dance Troupe to make your 160RMB
ticket worth your every yuan.

Art is another popular trend in
Shenzhen. Most of it is centered around the
OTC Art Terminal in the Overseas Chinese
Neighborhood. Independent galleries, clubs
and shops are all open to curious visitors. The
café and drinking scene is also thriving in the
area. If you haven't had enough of the art (or
the galleries happen to be closed), you can
check out some additional smaller galleries
outside Exit B at the Hua Qiao Cheng Subway
Stop.

If you're looking for even more variety for
your drinking experience in Shenzhen, classy
restaurants can be found almost everywhere.
But most are centrally located around the
Citic City Plaza subway stop. Western food,
Chinese food, you name it... they will have it.
Cheap eats are around too but are harder to
find in comparison to most other Chinese
cities.
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For the history buff, you can try the well
put together Shenzhen Museum at the
Shimin Zhongxin subway stop. Here, you can
discover not only the history of Shenzhen but
local Guangdong insights as well. The Dafeng
fortress outside of Shenzhen, which was
intended to protect China from the Opium
Wars, was one place | had intended to go to
but did not have a chance to explore. It can be
reached by buses 360, 7 and 352.

Finally, the most popular activity in
Shenzhen would have to be shopping. Hong
Kongers flock to Shenzhen to buy cheap
goods at the Luohu market just past the Hong
Kong border and the Dafen Village Market
located way out in the far out northeastern
district of Longgang. Clothes, watches,
phones, electronics, food, and all other
manner of shady yet inexpensive business
dealings can be found at these places. It can
be overwhelming with the noisy and
ubiquitous Phoenix Legend Music, the rows
upon rows upon piles upon closets upon
heaps of colorless things to see, the endless
floors to explore and the bulbous crowds of
people. But for many visitors, it's a once in a
lifetime experience. So why not experience it
in one of the most fad shopping capitals in
China?
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SPOTLIGHT ON BEIJING

Beijing Garden Expo
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he Chinese have a great love for
—|_ gardens and traditionally the Emperor
had several locations where he could
visit and rest at these gardens such as the four
temple areas in Beijing, the Summer Palace
and his retreat in Chengde. Perhaps the other
reason why gardens are still so popular is that
since the Chinese live in such a crowded
condition, the ordinary citizen is not able to
have a garden so this exposition is expected
to attract over 20 million guests.
Every second year China holds the

Q

International Garden Exposition. 2013 is the
9th year for this prestigious event and the
competition to be the host city began in
2009. Beijing is this year's host and the event
will last six months opening on May 18th and
closing in November.

The venue is in Beijing’s Fengtai district
and is located on a massive 267-hectare site.
The best way of travelling to the site is by
Beijing’s subway. Take Line 10 and connect to
Line 14 and the expo is the second last stop
on Line 14 and the station name is Garden

Expo Parkl@1#[E. They have even added
special cars on this line 14 which are a bright
green and wider and longer than the usual
subway cars. | took the subway from
Tiananmen and it took almost an hour so you
can judge your time.

The Expo is open at 9:00 (ticket sales
begin at 9:00 but the main gate does not
open till 9:30 - this was a bit frustrating as we
arrived at 9:00 and had to wait half an hour, at

which time quite a crowd had built up.) The
Expo closes at 6pm. It is a huge area and a
person can spend a whole day easily.

The ticket prices are 100rmb for adults
and 70rmb for children and seniors (over 65)
and kids under 1.2 meters tall are free. My
Canadian friend was 66 and was able to pay
the discounted price by showing a copy of his
passport. The regular price escalates during
"Peak Days” such as holidays and special
events. This doesn't seem fair but | presume
they hope to regulate the numbers by
increasing prices.

There are plenty of food venues near
each of the six gates. Prices are reasonable
but we were visiting on a low attendance day
and there were large crowds and line-ups for
food, so I suggest you may want to take along
some of your own snacks.

Gate 1 is the closest to the subway
station. There are 6 gates and it takes about
40 minutes to walk the entire length of the
grounds. You can take a free shuttle bus from
the Subway to the outlining gates 3-6. But
there are no English signs indicating this, look
for a Chinese sign pointing to gate 3-6.

The other alternative is to take an open
electric cart for 10 rmb that takes you to the
far end of the Expo, near gate 6. From this
point, you can enter the Garden Museum or
also called the Main Pavilion. The charge for
the electric cart is for one way, if you leave the
cart, you cannot get back on without paying
10rmb. You can buy tickets at each of the 6
stopping points near the corresponding
gates.

The main pavilion is excellent. It is very
large and has 6 different exhibits on 2 floors.
There is plenty of English translations on the
exhibition signs but no English pamphlet. You
can easily spend two hours here. Too bad
there is no refreshment stand other than
some vending machines. They have plenty of
open space and a nice teahouse beside a
garden would be perfect.

The park features several regional
gardens and different themes. The sites are
very well marked and have English and
Chinese signs. There are plenty of volunteers,
the Expo reports that 13,000 people have
signed up as volunteers for the six months.

There are over one hundred different
sites to be visited at the Expo so plan on a full
day and be organized. The good thing is
there are no extra charges to enter the other
pavilions but you need to show your main

entrance ticket and they will give you another
ticket for free to enter the Museum. Don't lose
this ticket or throw it away! | saw one tourist
who could not find the ticket and it was quite
comical when she was leaving. They would
not permit her to leave and finally she just
followed some other tour closely to escape.

One venue that was disappointing was
the International section, this was an area of
several country pavilions but it was just a
marketing venue of products from that
region.

Tips

One other venue that we did not have
time to visit was the YongDing Pagoda. It was
the highest point of the Expo and would
provide a great view of the exposition.

The Expo sells a passport and based on
other events like the World Expo, you can
have it stamped as you visit the different
sights. You need to clarify where are the
different sites that provide stamps. When we
visited, there were only a few places and
obviously they were not set up.
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Korean Air and Czech Airlines code share
on the Incheon-Prague route

Korean Air has announced a code-share agreement with Czech Airlines
on the Incheon- Prague route. The code sharing commenced on June
1,2013, providing greater convenience and choice to passengers.

The Korean Air flight departs from Incheon International Airport on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 12:45 p.m. and arrives
in Prague at 450 p.m. the same day. Czech Airlines operates on

Tuesdays and Sundays with the same departure and arrival schedule.
The code-share agreement means the route is served by six flights per
week.

An additional Czech Airlines flight on Thursdays is planned for the
future to provide daily service.

Code sharing is an aviation business partnership through which a flight
operated by one airline is jointly marketed by one or more other
airlines. The purpose is to facilitate travel by allowing customers to fly
multiple airlines with a single reservation in order to reach their final
destination.

Korean Air currently has code-share partnerships with Czech Airlines
flights connecting Prague to 17 major European cities including
Frankfurt, Rome, Paris and Munich.

The Korean flag carrier also has code-share partnerships with 28 other
airlines worldwide, including Delta Air Lines, Air France, KLM, China
Southern Airlines and Saudi Airlines.

Mongolian afforestation project marks 10th years

Hanjin Group continues its global environmental initiative in Mongolia
for the 10th consecutive year this year.

About 220 new employees of Korean Air, along with some 600 local
residents and students, are planting trees in the “Korean Air Forest,’
located in the Baganor Desert near Ulan Bator, the capital of Mongolia,
in three stages May 6 to 24.

Hanjin Group started to plant trees in Mongolia in 2004 as part of its
“Global Planting Project a project aiming to improve the global
environment. To celebrate the 10th year of its Mongolian afforestation
project this year, the group plans to plant an additional 10,000 poplars,
willows, elms and other trees on a 3-hectare site.

About 1,540 people have participated in planting trees over the last
nine years, turning 35 hectares of desert land into a forest of some
77,000 trees. Hanjin's Mongolian project has won recognition as a
successful forestation project overseas.

The “Korean Air Forest” is located in the Baganor Desert where
desertification is rapidly proceeding due to global warming. Hanjin
Group Chairman Cho Yang-ho himself visited the desert along with 100
new employees of Korean Air and planted the first trees there in 2004.

Since then, the group has flown to Mongolia not only its new
employees but also college students participating in its overseas

oc)

training to help them gain enhanced awareness of the importance of
global environmental protection.

The Mongolian government and people, who had had scant regard for
environmental protection until 2004, have started to pay attention to
the issue of deforestation and the environment thanks to the Hanjin
Group project.

The "Korean Air Forest” has become established as a symbol of
friendship between Korea and Mongolia. In 2006, the forest was
recognized by the City of Ulan Bator as the Urban Park of the Year. In
2009, Korean Air was awarded the “Environmental Excellence Medal" by
the government of Mongolia.

.. PROMOTION

Tablet PCs introduced in-flight by Korean Air and
Jin Air for the first time in Korea

Korean Air and its subsidiary Jin Air have introduced tablet PCs for
in-flight operation for the first time in Korea to further improve their
competitiveness.

The two airline companies, from last November to March this year,
conducted a test to satisfy the related criteria of the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport for regular use of tablet PCs by the cabin
crew. As a result, the companies were given authorization for regular

use of tablet PCs on the A330 and B737 jets. The authorization is limited
to use by flight attendants.

The cabin crew of Korean Air and Jin Air are able to more easily utilize
various information related to flight operation on tablet PCs, which is
expected to help enhance passenger service and improve working
conditions.

Meantime, Korean Air and Jin Air will continue to expand the mobile
working environment to all sectors for better communication with
customers and improved service quality.

Korean Air has distributed tablet PCs to its 380 pursers since January this
year to enable more convenient utilization of various flight information,
in-flight announcements, and safety and service manuals. Jin Air also
gave 65 tablet PCs to its cabin crew members for utilization in in-flight
service.

Korean Air has also provided tablet PCs to all of its executives since
January 2012 to help them utilize information anytime anywhere. It is
also continuously expanding the system to allow collaboration using
mobile devices.

Flights to Urumqi resumed on May 28

Korean Air resumed on May 28 its regular flight service to Urumgji, the
capital city of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in the
northwest of China and a gateway to the Silk Road.

The airline started direct service between Incheon and Urumgi in 2004.
Since then, it has offered services from May to October every year,
when demand for tourist and business travel to Central Asia is
concentrated.

This year, the flights are offered twice a week (on Tuesdays and
Saturdays) from May 28 until Oct. 12. The departure time from Incheon
International Airport is 7:40 p.m. and the arrival time in Urumgji is 00:10
a.m. the next day (local time). The return flight departs Urumqi at 1:20
a.m,, arriving in Incheon at 7 a.m. the same day.

The largest city in western China, Urumgji has earned a place in the
Guinness Book of Records as the city most remote from any sea in the
world. Nestled in the northern foothills of the Tian Shan mountains, it is
a vast plains area surrounded by mountains and waters. The name
Urumgi means “beautiful pasture” in the Mongolian language of the
Dzungar people.

As the western gateway to the Silk Road, Urumqi has a rich cultural
heritage. There are also many natural attractions in and near the city,

including the snow-capped Tian Shan mountains, the mysterious
Tianchi lake, an oasis city where the famous Chinese classic novel “Xi
You Ji (Journey to the West)" was set, Turpan, and the Kumtag Desert,
which was designated a national park in 2002.

With the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region developing rapidly
under the strong support of the Chinese government, the resumed
flight service to Urumgji by Korean Air is expected to serve not only the
tourist demand in summer but also the convenience of businessmen
engaged in trade and resource development in Central Asia.

Korean Air will consider year-round service to Urumgi after watching
developments in the region.
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Bu Bu Jing Qing crew filmed at
Hotel Indigo Tianjin Haihe recently.
B The main actress and actor, Cecilia
Liu and Nicky Wu are pictured with
Hotel Indigo Tianjin Haihe's General
Manager Ringo Poon.

Hotel indigo Tianjin Haihe wins 2013 HURUN
Hot Hotel Award

Hotel Indigo Tianjin Haihe received a“Hurun
Hot Hotel” award from Hurun Report magazine’s
fourth annual The Hurun Presidential Awards held
on 3 June in Shanghai. The Hurun Hot Hotel
award is presented to hotels opened in China
within the past year which the Hurun Report
editorial team believes will set new standards in
the local hospitality industry.

Discover RLife LIVE - 3D Tonight @Renaissance
Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

On the 19th June 2013, as part of
The Renaissance Hotels second annual
“Global Day of Discovery” celebration.
Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel held
an R Life LIVE event called “3D tonight”
which  means Drink, Dance and
Discover’, and offered the guests the
unique opportunity to discover the very
best of the hotel. More than 500 guests
joined the party, including 50 media
guests.

The event started with the Live
Band, followed by national dance,
Cha-Cha, Samba and Cowboy dance
and jewelry fashion show. DJ Coco led the party to the climax.
Nevertheless every guest enjoyed the Drinking and Dancing while
Discovering this amazing party under this wonderful summer evening
night.

Starwood Hotels Joined the Dragon Boat Race ‘

Starwood hotels in Tianjin area took part in the Dragon Boat Race on
Haihe River on 12th June, 2013. Five Starwood hotels selected 24
associates and spg members to participate this big event. They prepared
purple T-shirts and caps. Five hotels make the fabulous training journey
for all players. Athletes can use the fitness center in The Astor Hotel, A
Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin ; eat healthy food in the Sheraton Binhai
Hotel; swim in Sheraton Tianjin
Hotel, experience Heavenly SPA
treatment in The Westin Tianjin. Mr,
Christian Metzner said:"Starwood
Hotels & Resorts always show
Starwood Care to its guests and
associates. It is a great opportunity
for us to play as one team this time.

@

The Artists from Philadelphia Orchestra visit in The
Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin

3 artists from Philadelphia Orchestra gave a special performance in
the Victorian Lounge of The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin
recently. The Philadelphia Orchestra was found in 1900, and The Astor
Hotel will celebrate its 150 Anniversary in this July. Both of them have a
long history over 100 years. The General Manager, Mr. Christian Metzner,
said:"We are honored to invite these artists to perform in our hotel.
Elegant art dose not only exist in the theater, but also for the ordinary
people. Three artists visited the old Otis elevator after a show, and took
photos with hotel management team.

Experience the Chinese Opera During Dragon
Boat Festival

Organized by Tianjin Historical Building Management Company, the
traditional Chinese Culture Event was held on June 10, 2013 in Min Yuan
Xi Li Culture & Creativity Zone. There were an exhibition of opera costume
and makeup, folk music concert and creativity market during the event.
Moreover, there will be more Chinese cultural events at Min Yuan Xi Li in
the future and let more people get to know the Chinese tradition and
arts.

Shanghai Time launched signature Shanghai dishes ‘

F 1 Shanghai  Time Grand
Banquet happened on June
13 was co-organized by
Shanghai  Time Restaurant,
Elegancy Magazine and Tianjin
Food TV. As a celebration of
the restaurant’s 10th
anniversary, the gala was
featured with ten well-known chefs specialized in Shanghai cuisine who
presented their own signature dishes. They inherited the tradition of
Shanghai cuisine while did partial modification to better suit the taste of
modern people. Customers can book for these dishes at all Shanghai Time
branches.

Sheraton Tianjin Hotel will hold the 2013 Bridal Show ‘

The 2013 BRIDAL SHOW will hold at Sheraton Tianjin Hotel on June 2,
2013. From the latest in wedding fashion
accessories, favours, flowers, cakes, djs,
transportation, and all the things that go
into making every wedding unique and
special, exhibitors at the Sheraton Tianjin
Hotel Bridal Show showcase the best of
the best.

ASCOTT IS FIRST SERVICED RESIDENCE COMPANY
TO BE CONFEERED BUSINESS SUPERBRANDS STATUS,

CapitaLand's wholly-owned serviced residence business unit, The
Ascott Limited (Ascott), has been conferred the coveted Business
Superbrands status in Singapore. Business Superbrands is an
internationally recognised accolade which pays tribute to the best and
most valued business-to-business brands around the world. Ascott is the
first serviced residence company to receive this recognition.

The accolade is presented to brands that have met the stringent
standards set by the Superbrands
organisation in  the areas  of
achievement, innovation, market share,
reputation and  corporate  social
responsibility. Brands were evaluated by
Superbrands’ independent panel of
marketing and branding experts as well
as senior business leaders. Some of the
notable brands that were accorded
business Superbrands status last year
were SAP, IBM, Microsoft, Canon, SingTel
and Singapore Airlines.

Yi Boutique Luxury Hotel Supported Charity Event ‘

A charity event was held at Tianjin Yi Boutique Luxury Hotel from
May 31 to June 2. Pass on Your Love was a donation sale for two young
leukemia patients. Local young artists donated their creations, including
handicrafts, photography, postcards and accessories, for charity sale.

The event was co-organized by Yi Boutique Hotel, Jin Ze Charity and
Lance Culture. Yi Boutique opened the courtyard for the event and gave
full support to charity.

At the end of the event,
over 10,000RMB was
collected for the two
patients. The fund will be
handed over to the patients’
families for their remedy at
Tianjin ~ Blood  Research
Institute.

On 1st June, AIESEC NKU (a
student-run  organization in
Nankai University) held up an
event called as "Global Village" in
Jinwan Square, which is a very
famous spot in Tianjin. The “Global
Village"supplied a communication
platform for foreign and local
university students. There are more than 5,000 participants in the event.
Young professionals from different countries and areas have showed their
talented performance such as Beijing Opera, African Dance , Ukraine
Song, etc. And also the participants were enjoyed by playing games and
being knowledged from more than 20 different cultures. Everyone in the
event was excited and relaxed by having an international atmosphere.
This event proves that Tianjin becomes a multicultural city.

“Exclusive and Memorable Wedding” 2013 Tianjin
TEDA International Hotel Wedding Fair

Tianjin TEDA International Hotel hosted a grand wedding fair in
cooperation with Binhai New Area reputable wedding industry
professionals on June 12, 2013, and presented special wedding
decorations and shows to give an exclusive visual feast for the attendees.

Five different styles wedding shows exhibited splendid and
magnificent modern weddings at the events. At the European style
North Garden, newlyweds filled with champagne to wish a complete
success for the hotel wedding fair; the bride and groom in the elegant
romantic South Garden declared the matrimonial vows, and throw the
bouquets to the guests to deliver the happiness; a touching wedding
drama staged on the solemn lobby and Chinese style wedding
photography show presented on the Chinese restaurant. The most
exciting moment was the proposals on gorgeous Binhai Grand Ballroom,
many of the audiences moved to tears.

Tianjin TEDA International Hotel creates fairy-tale venues for
weddings and provides exclusive and memorable wedding for the
couples.

Tangla Hotel Tianjin wins the “ Top Presidential
Suite” by 2013 Hurun Presidential Suite Awards

Hurun Presidential Suite
Awards ~ Ceremony  was
successfully held in Shanghai
on 3 June, 2013. More than
200 distinguished guests

of Hurun Report
attended the ceremony where
Tangla Hotel Tianjin won the
"Top Presidential Suite”.

As the outstanding leader of luxury travels, Hurun Report is always
striving to reveal Chinese luxury consumers’ preferences on brand
recognition, consuming habit and lifestyle so as to describe their lifestyle
changes. All the winners of “Top Presidential Suite” were chosen based on
the experiences of mystery shoppers, made up of Chinese billionaire
luxury travelers from the Hurun Rich List, and a detailed scorecard
featuring the suites'key facilities.

The oversized, luxurious residences are "enchanting in every detail,
embracing the inimitable style of celebrated privacy and unrivalled
residential charm’, says Fintan O’ Doherty, General Manager, Tangla Hotel
Tianjin.
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“levator Safety

By Parker Barriball

his spring the Chinese blogosphere
—|_ saw a huge uptick in a very
interesting safety issue, (lack of)
elevator safety. There were reports of cars
falling and killing an elderly woman in Hubei,
in Xian a woman stepped into an empty
elevator shaft, from the 15th floor, when the
doors erroneously opened. In Shenzhen a
nurse was literally cut in half when she was
exiting an elevator and it dropped while she
was mid-stride. Why bring up such a disturbing
topic? Because, | have had it up to my eyeballs
with the lack of elevator safety in China.

For a year | have lived in building in the
central part of Tianjin. The apartments there
are decent enough and buying daily
necessities very convenient. Unfortunately if
you live there your neighbors tend to be ladies
of the night, young guys who use stairwells as

toilets (something | had the unfortunate
chance to witness first hand), and a whole
host of businesses whose clientele keep the
lifts nice and packed. By far the most
intolerable part of this little hell hole is the
elevator situation.

The building was not designed with
enough elevators to start with, even if the
only people using them were residents. Add
to this extra traffic of customers, and add to
that the ridiculous state of disrepair the
elevators are constantly in, and you have the
recipe for a lip biting, count to ten before you
explode, kind of situation. Every day, and | do
not exaggerate at least one of the 4 elevators
in each tower would go out of service for
some period of time. | lived on the 33rd floor
of said building and while the view was great
overlooking the Wuda Dao area, taking the
stairs was not really a viable option. So several
times a day | abandoned all hope of personal
space, (which after all par for the course here
in China), and face certain death in an attempt
to go about my daily routine. More than a few
times in my year there has an elevator
stopped, and even dropped with me and 20
of my ‘closest’ friends riding inside. My worst
personal record for a drop was 2 floors,
though | have heard accounts from other
round eyes of dropping some 8 floors. It does
not matter about your personal religious
beliefs, in those few seconds of free fall,
packed in a metal coffin with 20 strangers,
you do look to the sky for a bit of help.

Now, one might assume that all this
drama could be chalked up to neglect on the
maintenance side, which is partially true, after
all, an elevator is a machine that can be fixed,
or better yet replaced, just like any other. But
this is only half of the story. The craziest thing
about the whole daily nuthouse scene was
that repairmen were constantly working on
the machines. Now, if you are new to the
China game, the word ‘repairman’ may
conjure up the image of a professional in a
uniform  with  some mechanical training,
maybe an electrician, or other special
tradesman. But this is China, and the grease
monkeys climbing in these shafts were
usually  mere  teenagers or early
twenty-somethings, who did not seem to
have a clue or care in the world whilst they
banged the gears of broken lifts without
mercy (in plain sight of this terrified
Westerner). Surely the owners of said building
could have sprung for a decent repair
company, or better vyet, called the

manufacturer in to fix his own product. But
we all know how much this is just wishful
thinking. No, in a real “the bottom line is my
only concern approach”approach, the people
in charge of that building have certainly done
a cost benefit analysis and discovered that the
liability of paying for a few wrongful deaths at
some point in the future is more beneficial to
their bottom line than proper maintenance
today. It really is business as usually, and while
we all know this kind of thing runs rampant in
the middle kingdom; it becomes more real
and higher stake, when you are the one in the
dropping elevator car.

Like many other buildings in Tianjin, my
building however is not unique in suffering
the scourge of grim reaper elevators. The
deaths described above attracted a lot of
criticism of Chinese regulators. According to
statistics from the top quality bureau, there
were 36 elevator accidents last year that
claimed 28 lives. And you if you will buy that |
have some ocean front property in Arizona
that | would love to show you. Let's take a
minute and ponder that number and just
assume it is accurate. That total is just over the
US number by one soul. One might initially
see essentially the same number of deaths
and say look how unsafe the US is too. But
China has over 3 times the population as the
US, do you really believe that the numbers
have any possibility of being that close? Even
if the proportion of US deaths held up in
China, and it wouldn't, you should expect at
least a death toll in the 90's.

The accuracy of the statistics in this case
is really irrelevant though, because most of
these reported deaths are preventable
through proper maintenance. According to
Xu Ronggen, secretary-general of Beijing
Chamber of Elevator Commerce, “Regular
maintenance costs about 10,000RMB, but
some companies only charge a third of that,
which is not enough for the cost of
conscientious upkeep!” Xu went on to say, ‘It
couldn't be more important to have a stricter
assessment of  manufacturers and
maintenance businesses in the elevator
industry. Otherwise it won't be surprising if
there are more fatal accidents! It's an
interesting comment coming from someone
who works in exactly that office, but | digress.
The point is that again the average citizen is
put in a dangerous, yet avoidable, situation
simply because owners are greedy or lazy,
and regulators and enforcement agencies are
not doing their job.

The problem is not a lack of regulation;
those are already in place on paper. In fact
Chinese requirements on elevator safety
require checks and adjustments every 15
days, and over 20 safety points are to be
assessed. But if there really were all the
inspections, wouldn't we expect a few less
fatalities?

So what is the take away from a situation
like this? Should people be outraged? Should
we accept that old refrain “There are just too
many people in China to..."Who knows? But
all the money and geopolitical power in the
world doesn't mean anything to the average
citizen if they have to roll the dice on
something as simple as stepping into the
elevator. Is this just a ringing endorsement for
the health benefits of taking the stairs, it could
be if your ability to see the silver lining is even
more powerful than your rose tinted glasses.
One might look at a piece like this and think,
it's not worth getting worked up over, things
won't change. Well, if that attitude of
resignation persists it becomes a self fulfilling
prophecy. We all know China has its
challenges to consumer safety but just
because the mode of speaking out is different

here, doesn't mean it doesn't exist. A small
comment coming from a billion becomes a
statement pretty fast.
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We can help you in the following area of litigation, arbitration and non litigation affairs:

Foreign Investment EINEES e
Financing (banking, security, insurance) A
Real Estate FHb =

Incorporation, corporate restructuring NEEH. A

Infrastructure Construction g%
Protection of Intellectual Property Rights FNRF= AR
International and Domestic Trades EHRRERR Z
Maritime Affairs BEER
Corporate Governance NE R ETE
Relations between Employer and Staff HRKRIE

Translation for Business Negotiation and Legal Affairs BERHOER

Registration, Transferring of shares and Opening account of BVI Company ~ BVI/AS]89i& 1. BEAEEALE . FR&IK P
Establishment of Foreign-Funded Enterprises SNEAR NI ST

Legal Knowledge Training/Professional Ethics Training/Team Faith Training ~ JAERENIRIZYI. B ERSERI. BBMSIMESI
Trademark Agency BRI

Our customized services in Establishment of WOFE:
We can help you to establish a “Special” WOFE as follows:

I. Only 20,000---40,000 US dollar needed for registered capital

Il. Virtual registered address (favorable rent)

lll. Keeping account, tax returns and annual inspection

Our customized services in Intellectual Property matters:

I. Trademark Search :

1. We offer trademark searches of the name(s) you desire to register, having regard to the products/services
you wish to offer.

2. We also advise our clients on how to avoid infringement and proceed for registration in case
similar/identical trademarks do appear on the Trademark Registry.

Il. Trademark Filing & Registration :

1. Filing trademark application, preparing responses to office actions, filing opposition, responding to an
opposition, attending opposition hearings.

2. We provide cost effective and efficient online trademark registration services.

3. We collaborate with our international partners to help our clients register their mark internationally.

lll. Trademark Renewal :

1. Our trademark renewal service includes preparation of a renewal instruction letter, which undergoes our
quality review process.

IV. Trademark Watch :

1. We perform not only word-search, but also searches of phonetically and visually similar trademarks.
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TEL: 15722239397
FAX: 022-83715257

FREF AR XA B4 5 R &R E2-2-301

2-2-301, Tianfakejiyuan, No.4 Rongyuan Road, Tianjin Hi-tech Industry Park,
300384, PRC

Email:Logoslawfirm@yahoo.com.cn Website: www.logoslawfirm.com

INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE
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Ascott China has 3 Serviced Residences in Tianjin, With a total of 540 fully furnished and equipped studia, 1, 2 and .'»E.- L
3 badroom sendoed msidence units and a wide armay of mereational facilities, you can sursly find your haome iy
from home whathar for long term mesidence, business travel or lelsure fravel. Becauss [He ks about Iving. ASCOTT
LT
adnss

For further information and ressrvations, please visit www.ascottchinacom or call 400 B20 1028
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